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ngsis Title Word-classes in Chiangmal Dialect.
Name' Miss Youkhiang Saekho
Thesis Adviger | Dr, Vichin Panupong
Department The Thai Language
Academic Year \ 1977
ABSTR#CT

The aim of this thesis is Lo stu&y the characteristics and
functions of word-claaseslin the Chiangmai dialect. 1In classifjing
words inté classes, this thesis propases that all words that can
occupy the same position or can substitute each other in any testing
sentence frame belong to the same wordeclass. The data were drawn

mostly from the writer, who herself is = native speaker.

The thesis has shown that of all 27 word-classes in the
Chiangmai dialect, 26 woprd-classes function both in sentences and

phrases. The twenty-seventh word-glass 1s the clause linker, func=-

tioning as a linker of two or more clauses,

Twenty-six word-classes ¢an be divided into two categories.
The first category is called the principal word-classes, consisting
of 8 word-classes. They can function by themselves as sentehpe
constituents in an initiating sentence, as phrase constituents and as
phrases as well, The second category is oalled the function word-classes

consisting of 18 word-vlasses. They cannot function by themselves' as



gsentence constituents in ap initiating sentemce, and they cannot
function as phrase constituents or as phrases either, They have to

co~occur with the principal word-classes and/or word-classes of the

same category.

The thesis is divided into 5 chapters. The first cheapter,
which is the introductienmy states the problem, scope, purpose, the
techgical terms and symbols used in this thesis, The second chapter
is subdivided into 2 parte./ Part one deals with the phonetic
symbols. Part two deals with the eriteria which the classification
of words is based on., /The third echapter deals with the clagssifi«
cation of words in the Ohiamgmai dialect by vwsing the position cri-
terion. The fourth chapter discusses the functions of word-classes
both in sentences and phrasese Tn the last chapter which is the
conclusion, the_writsr suggests-—taat _further regearch should bhe
conducted to study thé structure and meaning of idioms in the Chiang-
mai dialect. Finally, the appendix presents lexiéal items of each

word-class with i;luatrations, and their number indicated,
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