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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to analyze phonemes in the Rayong
dialect of Thai, spoken in the Eastern part of Thailand. The data were
mostly drawn from the writer's.cwn use of the language and some were
drawn from that of other native gpeakers of Rayong.

The study led to she/conclusion that the phonemes are classified
into three categories : comsonants, vowels, and tones. The consonants
comprise 21 simple consonant phonemes a%d 9 consonant clusters. The
vowels comprise 18 simple vowel thoriemes apd 3 dipthongs. There are altogether
5 tonemes which are (1) middle, (2} high = level, (3) high - falling or
high non - falling, (4) low - falling, and (5) low ~ rising. The high -
falling and high non = falling are two different allotones of the same
toneme.

In this study the #riter has attempted to describe both the nature
and the distriﬁution of lindividual  phonémes 'and their Gombinations into
different syllables.,  Twenty = two patterns of syllable structure hawe
been found. [They are grouped into Stypes ¢ CVV, CVVN, CVVSy CVN and CVS.

The writer found 2,311 syllables in Rayong, 1,931 of these occur
as monosyllabic words and the remsinder occur either as bisyliabic or
polysyllabic words., In addition to the phonemic analysis, the writer has
selected a group of words for special study. Some of these are only found
in Rayong § others are used in both Rayong and Bangkok dialects but with

semantic differences.
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