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ABSTRACT

“he purposc of this study is to analyze the ideal nunmber of
children of Thai women in rural Thailand. Analysis was dowe by com-
paring Thai womsn of various economic and social strata and factors

affccting thoir ideal number of children., The hypothesis is:

L

omen of high economic and social status usually have a
small ideal number of chiildren.™

Data were collected by the National Longitudinal Survey of
Social, Hconsmic and Demographic Change in Thailand. Chulalongkorn
University, April-May, 1559, The samplc is a stratified selection of
1:2000 of 231 houscholds in rural arcas. The method used in collecting
data was ©o acdnminister questionnaires to heads of houscholds and their
wives, and 2lso every ever-narried wonan in the family. The study en-
phasizee reletionships between various factors and the ideal number of
childrein,

it was found in this study that the ideal number of children

A~

o)

was aff-.ctued by drmographic, social, cconoriic and nsychological factors.
The demograshic factor that most strongly affected idzal number of chil-
dren was nuabor of childrea now living. It was found that the idcal

awaber o2 children increased with the increase in the number of children
now living. It was also found that thc older the women, the greater thc

ideal nuwaber of children they wanted. Age at first marriage and number

"

of pregnanciecs also significantly affected the ideal number of children.



—_— -

Concernihg social factors, it was found that there was a
close relationship between level of education and the women's ideal -
number of children, for the ideal number of children was less among
- women who have primary education than among those who were illimrate.
Wiomen ‘who work outside the houschold wanted a sm2ll number of children.
Moreover, the husband's contact with the outside world also affected
. the ideal nwnber,

The economic factor that mostly strongly affected ideal number
of children was family wealth., &ize of ideal number of children increasca
with the increase of family wealth. It was found that the husband's -occu-
pation did not relate to ideal number of children.

The psychological factor that most strongly affected ideal
number of children was the husband's ideal number of children (as stated
by the wives). It was found that the wives ideal number of children
increased with an increase in the husband ideal. _

The conclusion, this study showed that the ideal number of
children increcased when number of children now living increased. Other
factors also affected the ideal, but not so strongly as the number of
children now living. However, .we can not conclude absolutely that ideal
number of children is affected by all of the factors we tested because

of the size o7 sample.
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