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ABSTRACT .

‘The purpose of this study is to analyse the relationship between
type of family and fertility in rural Thajland. The hypothesis is:

"The fertility of women in primary Families in agricultural areas
higher than that of women in 'extended familics"

The data were collected from the "Hational Longitudinal
Survey of Social Economic and Demographic Ghange in Thailand? conducted
by the Population Institution, CBalalongkorn University, April-May 19469,

The sample is a stratified selection of 1:2000 of all households in rural
areas, The sample size was 1,118 male heads of houselolds. The method used

in collecting data was questionnaires. Interviews were conducted in 1,476

ever - married - women From 15 years of age and over,

The study found that:

Family type is in process of changing.,New married couples remain

in the previous family for a while. After they can save more money or their

economic status improves, they move to theimwnhouse. When their children marry,

they move in with their couples in to the family, But some of them remained

in the family because they take care of their old—parents. And also,when their

.



children get married they have to stay with the family as their parents did.
Most of ever-married-women chose their own mates and wantgdtheir chiidfen
to choqse their own and let them stay sgﬁerately after marriage in order
to avoid the burdens éf:taking care of their children as well as for reasonsfi

" Both husbands and wives take_part in making decisions ain. the
purchasing of goods, punishment of their children and on the number of
children but wives keep the household buﬂget,

Level of education is not an important factof in influencihg the

type of family. >

The average number of children born by ever-married-woniam in nuclear

families where their parents chose their mate for them are high while those in

extended family are low. It might be that there is more privacy for couples
in nuclear family. There is no influeonce from the number of children born to
the husband!s mother to the actual birth. The ideal number of children in 7
extended families is close to the actual number, The age at first marriage is
the most impCPtant factor that was found in this study. When husbands and
wiveé married in younger age they had to stay in extended family. This contri—

buted to lower births in the extended family than in the nuclear family

because of the lack of privacy in a crowded extended familyl'
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