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ABSTRACT !

The purpose of this study is to analyse the socio-ecconomic
charactcristics of family planning accepters in Photharam district,
Rafchaburi Province. The hypothesis iss

"The people-of high socio-economic status who have good
understanding about cultural and technologiceal change will accept
family planning faster than other people, even though they are in
better position to support their families. The people with low
economic status and little education who can't support their family,
lack understanding and are afraid of family planning, so they will
not accept the new practice immediately."

The data used in this study were collected from "The Family
Health Research Projcct" in Photharam district, Ratchaburi Province in
1967« The study area is predominantly rurale The sample is a simple
random of one~third of all houscholdse The sample number was 1,461
ever-married women of ages 15-44,

It was found in this study that the proportion of family
planning accepters is affected by demographie, social, economic,
and psychological factors. The demographic factors that strongly
affected the proportion of family planning accepters were number of
living children and age of women. It was found that the proportion
of family planning accepters increased with the increase in the
number of living children and the age of women. It was also found
that the proportion of family planning accepters among women
increased with the number of living sons and duration of marriage.
This proportion was smaller where the ideal number of living
children stated by the women excecded the sctual number of living
childfen, and was largcr where the actual number excecded the ideal
number.

Concerning social factors, one strongly affecting the propore-
tion of family planning accepters wes education. The proportion of
women accepting family planning was found to be higher among wcmen

who have secondary education than among those with less educatione

—n



The other factors which also affected the proportion of family
planning accepters were radio~listening, work after marriage, ideal
place of delivery a child, idealAperson to deliver a child and fre-
quency of visiting an urban center. The frequency of women's uisits
to urban centers and radio-listening are found affected the propor~-
tion of family planning accepters. This proportion of accepters was
also higher among women who had ever worked away from home after
marriage than among those who had never worked and the proportion

is high among those who prefer to have their baby delivered at a
hospital and delivered by a doctore.

The economic factor that strongly affected the proportion of
famidy planning accepters was family wealth. It was found that the
proportion of family planning accepters was higher among women in
high economic status than among those with less economic statuse
Land ownership, size of farm, and husband's occupation did not
affect the proportion of family planning accépters. v

The psychological factors that strongly affected the propor-
tion of femily planning accepters were husband's attitude toward
family plannings It was found that the proportion of family planning
accepters was higher among women whose husbands agree with family
planning.

The result of this study showed that the proportion of family
planning accepters will increase with age of women and number of
living children to & point; after that it begins to decrease. Most
of the accépters were educated in secondary school level and were
of high socio-economic status. They were more exposed to technologi~-

cal and cultural changee.
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