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Thesis Title Socioceconomic and Demographic Facters
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to analyze the socio~-
‘economic and demographic factors influencing the age at first
marriage of people in rural Thailand. The main hypothesis
of this study is:

"People of lower socioeconomic status usually have
lower age at first marriage than people of higher socioeconomic
status in rural Thailand."

Da_ta were collected by the National Longitudinal Survey
of Sociél, Fconomic and Demographic Change in .Thailand,
Institute of Population Studies, Chulalongkorn Uﬁiversity, April-
May, 1969.7 The sample is a stratified selection of 1:2000 of
households in rural areas. The method used in collecting data

.

was to administer questionaires to heads of households and their



wivés; : aﬁd; also every ever-married woman in the family.
‘fhis thesis emphasizes relationshiﬁs between various factors'
and age at first marriage by using a computer and statistical
methods of research in analyzing data.

It was found that the économic factors influencing age
at first marriage were as follows: women working outside
the household before-their marriage, married later than those
who had never worked outside; persons from poor families
married earlier than those from éverage or well-of families;
perséns with small landholdings married earlier than those
With large land_holdihgs. Occupations had no influence on age
at first marriage.

Social factors affecting age at first r;larriages were as
fallows: Education; there was a positive correlation with age
at first marriage except for the male illiterate group, among
which the age at first marriage was also high. The most
suitable age at first marriage in the ;)pinion of the head of
household had a positive correlation with his own ‘age at first
marriage.

Se..veral demographic factors also strongly affected age

at first marriage. L.ater marriages had occured in households

with, currently, the fewest members. Persons who had



migrated more
nearer to the

at a Adistance.

often married

market

married

later.

later

Persons living

than

those
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