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ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is to study in comparison
the Political Thought of Kautilya's Arthasastra and Machiavelli's
the Prince.

Kautilya believes that the best of Political System is
the ébsolute Monarchy, according to which the Prince can transfer
his power to his repersentative governers as the official order
of ranks, This system comprises Purohita as the consultant or

the partner in political power. The duty of the Prince is
to ‘serve his people and care for them, just. as the father
protecting his sons, by the way of virtue and laws which are
also under the guide of reason but in some cases the prince must
be cruel.Kautilya hold that a good state that take place maturally
must consist of various factors such as the strong forts together
with the loyal people. The most inportant of all is that the
state must be prosporous in good living. The important duty

of the state is to protect society, improve the standard of living



both in material and moral ways in the society. So the state may
be taken as the center of society for the sake of compromising
various interests of the peoples. The military power as the
basis of the state should be drawn from the national soldiers
who is more loyal and sincere than the hire ones, It is better
to be defeated in war with his own soldiers than to win by
the foreign and hire army. This results cannct be taken as

the real victory. It is not enought for the Prince to use army
and tactics only so he must utilize the trickly plots in various
ways. Kautilya holds that the good living standard of the people
in the state is the most important in political government. Tt
is impossible for the state to be well without good economic
system, The economic stability of the natiun lead to other
desirable results.,

According to Machiavelli, the monarchy is the political
system in which the political power is monopolized by the Prince,
Though the government is composed of the cabinet and ministers,
according to Machiavelli, the rank of the Prince from whom
the political power has been totally transfered to the district
office cannot be stable and is liable to be finally dethroned.

So it is better for the Prince to monopolize his political power
and take to the cruel and savage role when it is needed to
suppress his ministers and noblemen. Any activity, if it is
raison d' etat is neither good nor bad. This is because national
interests are the most important of all. On the other hands,

Machiavelli does not neglect the moral principle in justification,



but he regards all other issues as second to political necessity.
According to Machiavelli, the states that takes place
naturally are based on the citizens. Onlys strong forts cannot
sufficiency protect the state, but the fort together with the
citizen loyal to the state is the best thing for which he sceks
In the time of Machiavelli, Italy had no soldiers of her own.
So Machiavelli advocates that it is because of national army
composed of national soldiers . loyal to the government that the
state may in security exists. Certainly, Machiavelli does not
lav emphasis on national economy because Italy during his time
wase a wealthy nation. But since the foundation of the states
is nothing but the economy, he thinks therefore that the state
should promote the competents in various field of subjects, honour
the skill-man and experts and encourage them to work peacefully
for the sake of themselves. Kautilya's thoughts and Machiavelli's
ideas, if considering precedely, are similar in that the
governer of the state, no matter they are good in intellect or
virtue more or less, need the political powers. By the way of
this, The state may in security exist and this means that
dictatorship is always the method of most leaders. From the
different point of views, Kautilya accepts the hierarchy of
hereditary prince, whereas Machiavelli thoughts that the hereditary
prince or common man can be a governer if he has competence .
Morever Machiavelli lay much emphasis on fortune. This is
because fortune determines all human activities, irrespectively

of politic, goverment, or works in daily life. One half of



human activity 1s determined by fortune and another half depends
upon human competency., Kautilya does - take interst in this
aspect.

Some important idea that can be squeezed out of this
researches is that in some cases politics and government are
importance beyond and without relation to morality. The
reason of the state is more important of all and both politics
and government cannot be separated. This is because the
wealth of the nation is the important basis of the state.

Good economy leads accordingly to strong army, the well being
of the people and various developments in the whole country

desired by the government.
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