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Abstracte >_~T<:i;7/ )
In pursuing more c1vil1zatlon and development of Thalland HlS *_.‘er

.'} ’.b

Majesty King Chulalbngkorn had-se?'up his own thought that the modlﬁ;catlon ‘
,| #

Y ¥
of the country's adnlnlstratlon was necessary. By his thought the Klng

.-_.-Ju u

should possess greatest power of the admlnlstratlon. There were two

b _l

motives related to his thouqht Flrstlé the unefficient’ admlnlstratlon

at that time was the v1tal.obstacleftd4modernlze the country. Secondly,

The King himself haé—ne—pe&&%&eal—pewer—becausﬁ‘most of such power

were in the hands of Bunnag family whom Somdej Chaophraya Borommaha

Srisuriyawongse (Chuang Bunnag), the Regent, was the leader. Moreover,
the Royal Viceroy (Krom Prarajawangborworn Sathanmongkol) , had acted

from time to time manacing thé monarch.

The ‘transformation ‘in“accordance with King Chulalongkorn's thooght
as mentioned above had created violent political differences between
the King and the Regent as well as the Royal Viceroy. The political
diEégfeement between various group leaders'at that time could be
- considered the_reméikable episode of Thailand politic at the begining

of King Chulalongkorn's reign and a great number of different opinions



concerning such matter were demonstrated.

The aim of this thesis is to study the thoughts of the leaders of
major political groups at the beginning of King Chulalongkorn!s reign
in response to his policy of modernizing the country. These major

political groups consisted of the King's group, the Regent's groqp

and the Royal Viceroy's group.: From the ba51c differences of thoughts
of these leaders we can cbserve the pattern of modernization to which

King Chulalongkorn implemented his pursuance.

From a great deal of study it was found that the dlfferences of -

each leader's thoughts had resulled bas1cally from comprehen31ve desirxe

to hold their econqmlc i and Qpl;glcal interests. The modernization
policy (to centrallze admxnlstrative power to the King) which King

Chulalongkorn had 1mpiem£nted since 1873 affected tremendously upon

J#'

the interests of the Regent and the.ngal Viceroy that eventually
caused the latters to seek the way for claiming their legitimate rights
et S CF il

and protecting theéir diminishing interests. Qﬁgir behaviors and conducts

=w |

. 4 >
to the King's policy clearly denoted the finding of this study.

Various articles in Darunowart newsletter (ﬂijdﬂw) clearly shown

| =a

that the Regent did not corre5pond to the Klng 'S pollcy in mo&ernlzlng

P
e

the country openly and the protection of.his interests,was obvious.

One procedure undertakén by the.Regent te claim his legithhate political
right was the minimizing the role of the King‘s group. The execution

of Phraya Preechakolkarn, for example, resulted the endlng of the i

Amatayakul family from the political role as ~@& supportlng factlon to the

King.

The Wang Nha (Front Palace) crisis in 1874 in which same western



dignitaries were brought to concern w1th could be cited as the hlghest
Sl

degree of conflict between these major political. éroubs for thelr respectxve
interests and demonstrated the most clearly and openly resistance of the
Royal Viceroy. The success of subduing the crisis and subsequent reduc-= :
tion of the Viceroy's military power meant the automatical dismantling of |

the Viceroy's political group and securing the more stable of King

»

Chulalongkorn's political power.

King Chulalongkoxn,.in- the :dthei hand, had been trying to build up
his legitimate politicald'right and minimizing the political power of °
the other groups. The Council oé.state and the Privy Council were
established in orde%;te sqppoft h%é;policy of modifying the finance

and manpower control'éctivities. 3%3 sacking of PhréYa Arharnboriruk

(Nutch Bunlong) from tﬁe position of Minister of Agriculture, by the

1’

~advice and support of the csunc11 of"State, was a success in minimizing
i a2k

.—-..

the power of “the Bunnag famiI? to a certain level.

- -

"Young Siam?;éroup was an immense party td_eounter these two

ol

political groupsiﬁ;vmeans of Darunowart newsletter which was considered
at that time as a §Blitical printed matter._ Varlous articles had shown
overtly that Young Siam group opposed the thoughts of the Regent and\the
Royal Viceroy's groups politically. They strongly supported the King

in seeking his legitimate)political right.

However, the'concept of administrative procedure which some
members of Young Siam group had submitted to King Chulalongkorn in
1884 differed from the King's pattern. The difference of such.concepts
demonstrated that some members of Young Siam group were subsequently

not in the same line with the Klng and signified that itayasianotherf%,
,‘.,‘ , I;A‘Y bl

-""' .  Lirtia s

step of development of tbought,w1th1n the group of King Chula ongkorn .
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