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The study of g the political change on

October 14, 1973 is '-olitical»phénqmgnon of

JoE

special case but ical imformation fOtbe

used in political s political science
framework to descri event, origin, process

and development of change in order to explain

W
AN

these political phen \v 21 history. This method
may yield fruitful regllj i - d ™o other events. It might

as well as able to preditf in the future.

The poliiil fi:?} is the most important

political phenomeéﬁ} o a hiqa&ry in the sense that

it is the change :t"rd’nﬂuthoritariqy regime to democratic one as

a result of %U&Qeﬂnﬁl aquwsﬂﬂﬂtﬁ mass to overthfo;,

the military govsernment. ¢

NN IV URINLIAE., ..

accumulation of seeds of ths political change originating since
the seizure of power by the military junta on October 20, 1958.

The causes can be identified as follows:

1. The seizure of power by the military junta of 1958 reverses
the tide of democratic thinking imported from the West which is

put into use siace 1932 by abrogating all principles and mechanism



of Western democracy, be'it»parliament, election, political party,
local éoiernment. Since believers in western style dehocraéy still

contributes active groups within the society and they are against

the idea of formulating the so-called 'democracy Thai'stylé",

%

pressnres do build up within the society. Conflicts of ideas in

the ruling group and concerne! izens lead to political change.

2. National deyelopment'. )e line of the military with
emphasis on industri n Qhus everal significant changes
w1th1n the soc1et¥;i’yp1”’¥ J. . : Wn hope and asplration
emerges, especially o€ tual LONC'Q e across political blockade
form of anti popula i Eon 3y xlcs. This plus awareness
of the failure devel > ; ﬁ-r. 3 \\alsls at the time, prompts

strong discontent an $l 3 6t 5 )4 w€ady through all sections within

October 14, 1973.

3. Monop@l¥ 6f power and Snterest_od the Kittikachorn-

Y
s#0on within the ruling

Jarusthian famili ol

group. This 81*uatﬁ?n paves way to the idea that Thanon and Prapas

must be dlspﬁﬂg‘:ﬂ wrﬁﬂﬁwm ﬂlilcal change.

4. ArBitrary utllawuflon of power in solv the political
@ RARIT U RN B cos 00
on November 17, 1971 brings about the military dictatorship regime
after Thai democracy one. Moreover, the political behavior of military
government's elites which is the arbitrary utilization of power
in solving the political problems, particularly the political violence
in the case of _he demand for constitution, leads to strong discontent
to the ruling group. Coupled with activists of the students who

are encouraged by some sections within the centre of power, and



support from mass media which contributes to the student movement,
it is possible to muster all efforts from all groups within the

society to cause the downfall of the government.
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