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The purpose

improvements of relatio

subsequent to the Secon gochiﬂ? War. The hypothesis is as
o 0N

' b Ll
t of thef%oviet Union in this region was

v

follows : The encr éc

etn@mese éligance of 1978, followed by the
.'_.,4. L1
Soviet support of Vletnam-on—the anaéion of Kampuchea. Such moves
¢ s 1.-.{5; F—
have provided Vlﬁgnam w1th greater mlfltary ssrength becoming a

"a--r —

evidenced by Soviet -

matter of great_gbncern on the part of Thailaqu bringing about
limited Thai- Soviet relations incomparison ;;th the other great
powers. Moreover, the“Soviet moves-have compelled Thailand to
aligmn herself 'with china ‘and the US,, both of ‘which are the Soviet

Union's adversaries,. thereby, hindering further development of

Thai -.Soviet relatioms.

This study traces the history of Thai - Soviet relations
during 3 periods:: the pre WO;ld War II (1917 -1945), the post World
War II (1945 -1975) and the post-~Second Indochina War (1975 - pfesent).
Each period is an attempt to identify the main obstacles in the

relations between the two countries, with 3 levels of analysis being



cited : the personal level, the national level and the international
level. The study is supported by the traditional approaches of Thai
foreign relations in order to shed light on each of the 3 different

periods of Thai - Soviet relations.

According to the study, Thailand had no desire during the
pre - World War II (1917 - 1945) péf}ﬁggof having contact with the
Soviet Union. This was due to tﬁj Béi:;;§3k pronouncement in 1919
supporting a worldwidg;pgﬁletariar revolutio;* In this period,

therefore, the domindﬁffﬂ gtorlin\defermining the relations between

the two countries N§£ﬁghe chond level or differences in the
Fro ‘_ ]
national systems. L.
P | 4G
g |
In the post-Wor @r.fi pégiog, with the coming of the Cold
P i i

F ¥ = .
War in Southeast Asia, t Soviét Union was perceived as a source of

s Tl
threat in its support of China‘s natiomal liberation war. Alliance

- ; i i & "
i A PR oy e
between Thailand aﬁf the US was estagli;hed, reﬁdecting the existing
. - - - :‘: o
bipolar system, tggi scenario was viewed as a'EQBhbling block in the

I

relation between Thailand and the Soviet Union,

In the pqst—Second IndochimasWan, or fromy 1975 on wards,
generally known; as the Detente period Thai foreign policy was marked
by its flexibility, in adjustinq its‘relatibne with/Mo&® éommunist
countries, and Thai - Soviet rélétions improved éonsiderably. But wit@
the Soviet - Vietnamese alliance of 1978 and the intervention of Vietnam
in Kampuchea with the support of the Soviet Union, the situatién changed
drastically. Thailand was deeply concerned over the loss of the balance-
of power in this region, thereby, preventing further'develobment of gooa

relations between Thailand and the Soviet Union



In the mean time, Thailand has adopted a policy of alignment
with China and the US ; both are Soviet adversaries. Such alignment
has aggravated the state of relations between Thailand and the
Soviet Union. As long as there is a dtalemate in the Kampuchean

problem, with this cbnfigeration of power persisting, Thai - Soviet

relations can not be improwv pite the fact that certain efforts

are being made by the |
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