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Thesis Title Development of Buddhist Universities in Thailand,

Name _/ Mr, Manas Kerdprank
Thesis Advisor Associate Professor Paitoon Sinlerat, Ph.D,
Department Higher Education
Academic Year 1984
4
ABSTRACT
4

The purpose Of Lad€ rosearch was to study and analyze the development

of Buddhist Universiti s'-.in ’Ihailénd in thres aspects: curriculum and

— =t

teaching, administriﬁgéh_end social servieesy In addition, the trend of

Buddhist Universities aﬁrw also pre;}i&ted.
£ I 4

F | 4 _
Research method employsd irij this study was historical research,
- F _—.'n'u : £ J/:"..
It included studying and enalysing %-ﬁcts, theses, books, periodicals
and printed matters concex_jni_.n%. uith:;ﬁ:q;]_hist Universitiss. Interviewing

those who concerx_géé with Buddhist Universities jiq_s also adopted.
- — J

o i o

The major findings of this research wars as follows

1o Eoolesi;stical education in Thaila;xd was first developed in the
Sukhothal period and functioned to Ratanakosin.,] The former curriculum of
ecclesiastical education was divided intg.three grades:, Barilan Tri,
Barian “Tha/end Berden|ik.) TnB.Es 2359, King Rame Il had changed the
three grades barian system into the nine grades or nine prayoke system,
uhich 1s & prototype of the current one, The Council of Elders and ths
Dej)artment of Religious Affairs, the Ministry of Education control all

ecclesiastical schools at the present time,

2. Mahamskut Rajavidyalaya Educational Council under Royal

Patronage was founded as a collegiate institution on October 1, B.E., 2436,



by the Royal Decree of His Majesty King Chulalongkorn., It was called
Mahemekut Rajavidyalayas at Bovornives Monastery, On December 30, B.E, 2488,
Supreme Patriach Prinece Vajiraymvongsa proclaimed the founding of Buddhist
University and it has been called " Mehamakut Rajavidyalsya Educational
Council, Buddhist University under Roysl Patronage." The courses of study

were developed on July 11, B.E. 2489, to monks and novices,

Mahachulalongkorn rajavidyalaya u.ad%r Royal Patronage was an
ecclesiastical institution founded by His Majesty King Chulalongkorn for
the education of Buddhdst moénks and novices on November 8, B.E, 2432, at
Mahadhatu Monastery 14:*“';5; otlled lmmdhatu Vidgaleya, On September 13,
BoE. 2439, by a Royels ﬁem., th. nane #es, changed to Mahachulslongkornra]a-
vidyalaya to perpetucié the mamo,ry eﬂ;d honour of His Mejesty King Chulalong-
korn, On Jamuary 9, B.E£, 2490,4 with A}onsent of the assemble of Elders
presided over by Phra Bini'aladk;.;lma (Q}Qﬁfﬂhanadatta Thera), the status of
the institution was raised tio- that of ,’h»Buddhist University, retaining
however, the name @fﬂahachuhlong}mm;axid;ralm. The new classes started
on July 18, B.E. 21,90”. Sincs then it has been i‘unctioning as a Buddhist

University for monks and novices,

The reasonifor ths founding of Buddhist Univérsities was that the
secular education was improved and changed dramatically, but the ecolesiastical
education was not’changed énough %o serve societys At'the-seme time, the

eéolesiastical education of Pali and Dharma sections wers deores singly, and

~the government had not much supported them, It was quite clear, at that time

that the monks and novices should study the modern subjects to cope with the
growth of modernization., In addition to follow the aim of His Majesty King
Chulalongkorn which provided institutions studying Tripitaka and higher

education, was also the major motivation,



3., The curricula of two BuddhistUniversities were divided into
two levels:s lower higher education and higher education, Two levels of
education were operated in the same institution, The curricula of Mahamakut
Rajavidyalaya Bducational Council in the level of lower higher education
consisted of the Elementary Class, Pali General Education and the Pre-
University; and in the level of hjggher education was the Undergraduate
Class, The curricula of Mahachulg;gégko:nrajavidyalaya in the level of
lower higher education eonsisted of Pé;lixmjxxgnstration School, Pali Intro-

ductory School and ngjﬁ;ﬂniveksity School; and in the level of higher

4
4

g, to Mﬁ‘,_B.E. 2512, the administrations
e 2 i S

4e From the fo

of the two Buddhist Universities were functioned. s the autonomous institutions,

Y )

They were admnus%;!;ea by the special committes.”On Mey 16, B.E, 2512, the
Council of Elders wés foundéd .+ at the two Buddhist Undiversities, Thz
Universities were |adniinistered Uy the University Céuncils, oonsisted of

ex officio members and c‘:[ualii‘:)ted' members, The ex officio members were only
the monkse | The qualified menbers were both the monks-and the laymen, In
action, the monks took active roles in administration of the two Buddhist
Universities, The ilaymen members.were only the counsellors, It is obvious
that the affairs of the Universities gear to the sole benefit of Buddhism,

5. The basic role; of two Buddhist Universities in Thai society
wes® the instructional programme, The most of monks end noviees had the
permanent domicile from the country side who obtain only primary education,

Buddhist Universities served them for the scclesiastical education,



Besides, two Buddhist Universities had the roles of academic services on
Buddhism, such as propagation of Dharma, publications of Tharmacasksim and
Buddhacakra, and Buddhist Sunday School,

6, The Council of Elders approved the status of tko Buddhist
Universities on May 16, B,E, 2512; but Thai government has not aceredited

the bachelor's degrees till B,E, 2526,

7. To predict ths"trends of " two Buddhist Universities after B,E,
2526, It seems that soom Thal goveniment will aeccredit two Buddhist Universities,
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalfya will :'i_[ncmasingly found the branches or campuses
at the country side, :

8, After analysif of the gavéldpmenx of Buddhist Universities in
Thailehd, it was foundtlxattheixﬂ‘luoms which changed the Buddhist
Universities was the modern knowhdge aﬁ&toa!mlogy, The monks and novices

should study modern subjocts t.o apply h?f.he present world, Propagation
of Christian roligion \Wes also the nnot.har 1nﬂ.uen§o which motivated the

Buddhist Elders to ra;t.qo the status of tha ecolesi—_ustioal institution eas
Buddhist Universities.  The secular higher education was the another inflnonoc
in the founding of Buddhist, Univensities for the monks: end novices to study
in the higher edugation, Political situation in each period effected some
aspects in“thajopersticnof Buddhist Universi"bies'.

- 9¢ 'Buddhist Universities have some valuesble results: the monks and
novices had the educational opportunity to study at the higher level,
Buddhist Universities were indeed the education for masses which have been
otforgd free of charge. Besides, Buddhist Universities improved inoreasingly
the disciples of monks and novices which led to the best results of Buddhism
and the nation, In sddition, Buddhist Universities could produce the
graduates which later would be leadership in the commnity,
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