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154 pp.

This dissertation aims to study the Islamic revival in Malaysia before and after

its independence.

The dissertation studies the historical formation, ideology and influence
of the Islamic revival movements before and after the independence of Malaysia. It
argues that there was a continuity between the two movements as both were
influenced by the Islamic revival in the Middle East as well as the racial conflicts in
Malaysia between the Malay and Chinese in the 1920s and the decade between the
independence in 1957 and the ethnic disturbances in 1969. The Islamic revival
before the independence of Malaysia was led by Kaum Muda, while the one after
was led by the Dakwah movement. The reform movement of Kaum Muda was less
popular than the Dakwah movement because Kaum Muda was a marginal group and
its activities were limited only to the Straits Settlements. Its aim was, moreover, to
reform the political structure (e.g. diminishing the Sultan’s status), thus the movement
was tightly controlled by the colonial government as well as the Malay elite. The
Dakwah movement attempted, by contrast, to define Islam as an essential part of the
Malay identity. It was, as a result, well-supported by both the government and the

Malay ethnic group.
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