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Is the New Thai Entrance Exam System
as Good as It Could Be?

Theeraporn Verathaworn

ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the problems of past university entrance exam systems
and the selection factors of the new entrance system. When initially implemented,
the first selection factor of the new entrance system will be weighted ten percent and
is composed of two equally weighted statistics: percentiles and GPAX (cumulative
grade point average.)

Some argue that the scores derived from the percentile statistics are not
fair measures of a student’s ability because the education standard of each school
is much different. For example, compare the highest quality schools in Bangkok
with the lowest quality schools in the provinces or compare the best of some
provincial schools with the lowest quality schools in Bangkok. The GPAX
staistic also causes some problems. The probability that the distribution of all
applicant’s GPAX is normal tends towards zero for three reasons : differences in
each subject major such as arts or science, the quality of GPAX manipulation
in each school, and the quality of examination papers from each school.

Thus, the statistics derived from each applicant(GPAX minus the
average GPAX of all applicants, devided by the standard deviation of all
student’s GPAX) will cause a lot of errors when trying to convert these statistics
to entrance system scores by using a standard normal distribution.

One suggestion to improve the systems would be to classify schools into
four categories : very good, good, fair, and needs improvement. The categories
can be more easily and fairly compared once a suitable weighting can be developed.
This could help ensure that the new entrance examination system is accepted
by society as a standard measurement.
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