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ABSTRACT

Species and abundance of parasitic copepods in various

tissues of Green Mussel, Eerna viridis (Lin.) were determined.

_The relationships betweenm the abundance of the copepods and the

siges and sexes pf the mussels were also investigafed. Moreoier

the effect of ﬁarasitic copepod on green mussel was also studigd

mussels were sampled for examination.from two stations at Bang-

pakong Estuary and-one station at Angsila, Choa Buri Province.

Sampling period was svery two wéeks gince March 1982 to March 1983.

The copepcds, Anthessius mytilicolus y Were fourid living on the

gills and the mantle tissue of the mussels.

The numbers of parasitic copepods in the mussele were

high during the months of April, October and November. From

the Bangpakong mussel samples, it was clearly observed that the

copepods were absent during June to September. This may be dued



to the low salinity. However copepods ih the'hngsila mussel
samples could be detected all year round except in the small
‘juvenile mussels during December which is the mussel gbuiing
period. Statistical analysis revealed that the sizes and the
sexes of the mussels did not determine the abundances of the

parasitic copepods.

This experiﬁent clearly, shoied that salinity was the most
important enviranmental factor in determining the copepod
abundances. With the decreasing trend of salinity, the numbers
of copepods alsﬁ declined, | Temperature, pH and dissolved oxygen

with slightest variations Were less important.

Mussel tissuée, namely gills and mantles, were studied
to determine the effect of parasitic copepod 6n the mussel.
Phe results showed that epithelial cells had been changed

and blood cells segregéted in the mantle connective tissues.
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