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ABSTRPACT

The objectives of the research were to find the reading
interests and opinions of Chandrakasem Teachers' College Students
towardé newspaper serwvices given by the College Library. The
population of the research censisted of higher certificate students
from eleven different mejor Subjects and undergréduates from eight
different major subjects. Three hundred and sixty questionnaires
were sent out and three hundred and fiftv-six were returned. The
. analysis of the data was based on perzentage, mean and standard
diviation.

The major findings were:

1\ IThe'majority 'of studeitsl {62410} %)/ dail) ¥cad newspapers.
Most of them (72.73 %) read at home or in the dormitory and 30.60 %
read during their free time. Most students (41.60 %) read a copy a
day and among those who read, ti:e hicghest percentoge used at least
thirty minutes a sitting. A majority of respondents (80.87 %)

mentioned that their most significant reason for reading Was to bring



Themselves up - to - date with surrent events both at home and
around the world. Twenty ~ nine percent of the students read the topics
of perscnal interest. After reading newspapers 41,56 % used the acquired
information as topics in the conversation. Forty-seven percent of students
thought that Siam Rath was the most reliable in the presentation
of the news. Forty-eight percent did ﬁot entirely helieve what was said
in the newspapers, and b&.4% % felt that the newspapers were essential

for their daily life.

2. Seventy-three percent of the students read Thai Rath; 47.45 %
read Daily News and 35.686 % read Siam Rath. The greater number of
percentages (47.45 % and 35.94 % respectively) of the students read
newspapers for local and world news, well-written editorials, a$d

general critiques and opinions.

3. With regards to the contents of various articles. the students
showed the following preferences polities, Education. Economics,
39vernment Affairs, Sports, Crime, Entertainment, Public Services and

Advertisement) and Woman and Child,

4. The highest percentage of students (83.40.3%) thought that
daily newspapers)gave them wider.and the most immediate knowledge
Approximately half of the number (52.29 %) thought that newspapers were
the sources of misleading opinions and prejudices and most of them
(73.29 %) thought that daily newspapers provided a negative impact on

the society though inaccurate news reporting. The majority of them



(73.85 %) suggested that the newspaper should improve their use of

language so to be grammatically correct and appropriate.

5. A high percentage of students (42.40 %) suggested that the
College Library should provide for better and more comfortable newspaper

reading facilites by having more chairs.and tables available.

Recommendations

1. The instruétors should suggest to their students on how to
acquire good taste through reading habits and stimulate them to become

interested in various newspapers content

2. The librarians should find the ways to provide the students
with techniques on reading newspaper and stimulate them for good reading
habit through the implementations of exhibition, information - board
and so forth. Besides the librarians should prepare clippings and newspaper
index for referxence use,

3. The administrator should, aggeegate more fund for..thé lihragy.

4. The College student affairs should seek for the cooperation

from private dormitory ownersdto provide. newspapers for the students

5. Newspaper managers snould improve on the accuracy of news
presentation timeliness, add more information content and use appropriate

language accordingly

9. The data would be beneficial to the institutions that offer

cowrsas in journalism.



=]

Recommendations for further research.

It is recommended that there should be:-

1. A Study on why Thai Rath, Daily News and Siam Rath mostly
capture wider students reading group which would provide the basic

guides for making a qualitative and poplilarized newspapers in the
future.

2. A comparison of /pecple's newspaper reading interest of
various socio-econcmic status.

3. A survey on the opinions and needs of library newspapers

services in other typers of libraries.
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