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ABSTRACT

Clove is a tropicalsplant that has many advantages in pharmaceu%
tical industry; perfume and soap industry; food flavouring and so ferth.
"It is not difficult to grow the /plant.and its production is widely needed
in the world market. Indomesia is the most impeortant market in Asia,
She presently imports about tHirty-six hundred tons or six hundred aﬁd
twenty-million bahts in valug per year. Mostly she needs it for fla-
vouring her cigarette produgt called fiKretek™ that is very popular to
her people and now in some others countries too. In Thailand, clove is
not so commonly known to the present generation. It is a scarce planta-
tion of clove the production of which is only 147 per cent of the total
import, so our yearly demand for clove can- be met only by imports of
the plant. Iin 1976 the import value is 2, 940 000 bahts, or about 31
bons, which are rather high for spices. The market price soars from
thirty-forty bahts¢per kilogram.in, the past twentJ years to a hundred
and eighty-two hundreds.balits per kilogram at present. The trend will
be higher in the future because of high consumption and at the same time

insufficient supply iny both local “and the woxr1d ‘markets

Some previnces along the eastern coast and in the southern part
of the country have a climate and soil suitable for growing the said
plant‘of high quality. For quality analysis; the oil yield from the
local clove is in the satisfactory range with the standard yield of
15-20%. The agriculturists find that it falkes rather small capital
to invest in clove plantation. They have just taken interest in growing

clove in the space of their plantation and also earn some money from



selling seedlings. Some merchants who are anticipating the clove market,
have made preparation to invest on clove planting seriously. This in-
crease of clove prcduction will help satisfy the need in the unfilled
part of the clove market which is now oligopolized by the importers.

The production and uses of clove should be developed in order to de=-
crease and ultimately replace the importation; and also to create markets

for exportation in the future.

The study of production and sales promotion of clove in Thailand
has been done by gathering imformation from the égricultural and other
related documents, by inberyviewing some large clove growers, all seven
importers and some dealens, and by observatiom during the figld trips.
The research is a prelimipapy one because clove is still rarely known
and its production is img the early sftage so there are not enough infor-

mation and data available for a moré regorous study.

The paper indicates that the local production yields more bene-
fits than the present importation. The pyoduction should be increased
to meet the Yocal demand and further censumption conducive to its market
expansion at home and abroad in the future. This will result a better
position of our tradé balance and then secure our foreign currency.
However, when the market is enlafged, there wWill be some problems in
production, distribution, price and guality control. The setting-up
of cooperatives for clove, busimess, will be avle, to solve the problems
and create an efficient clove mervket. | In.thisl ¢ofinection the govern-
ment can also extend their ddvites about techniques ,of production, credits
at the beginning péricd, of investment, set a decree-of price and quality
control, and €inally promote the probable export of the surplus.‘ Then

clove may be developed as one of our stable commoditiess
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