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It is nge s ~‘\\ Ssearcher to gather the

! “"\ \
available data &0 thE g /: i \k\i\\ t literature and make

e dewelopment of the idea

+

an analytical s
leading to his emfro as his physieal
attributes, his sti e to his environments.
The primary source i r’{’& a; the Yajurveda, the

' Atharvaveda, the Brahm fﬁ"’“ B ata, the R,'n'mﬁya{la and the

Puranas. Writ] gty e consulted.

|
The Sa =t;i! it data collected were tHi@n translated into Thai,

e ﬁlﬁtﬁi ';lor;l Agni Hﬁ:ﬁgc uteratuﬂ o
mrﬁm]ﬁ ﬁﬁwﬂwﬁw ﬂ!’] ag EIJ_gstial sun,

the agmospheric flashes of lightning and the household fire on earth

as well as the sacrificial fire.

L]
In the Satapatha Brahmana the personification is wider in
scope. As a result, the Loud-Crying One (Rudra), water, air, plants

and the moon are sometimes regarded as various forms of the god Agni.



He is described in the Vedic literature as being born from the
fire-sticks Earat_zi] , or from the sacrifice, water, plants, clouds, the
goddess Usas, the gods Indra-Visnu, Sky and Earth, the god Prajapati
and the All-Gods (Visve devas). The idea of this various birth is
cur:f‘ied into the epic and Puranic literature, with a new development

i -
that he is the eldest son of Brahma, or sometimes of Samyu and Satya.

fspr:.nq of Brahma.

He is usual hymdeSesd) unan—l:l.ke in general, that

is, in his physicad ce) nis \

relation to man.

The idea is related, as £
n te the surrcundings and his

Regarding 1 A rele in heaven and earth, he is

eulogized in thé < ighest god, the emperor

9\§ learth. When gods are

x\ among the more important ones,

of heaven, as wel
referred to in grotips : ,
ftﬁ{ ‘< "J #
su::h as Slrya and Indra,<% -:1—.44_'- fod of the sky and the atmospheric
god respective 1y he epic and Puranic
hierarchy of gQ# ““sf standing, when the

thinkers of thosgldays s Fhe emphasis k £ the relative importance of

iz 12113 oo e
mnﬁ:ﬁﬁ:&a ﬁ ﬁ ‘g.d sfva hacﬁ She s‘.ﬁme e murti f‘the populal

Respecting the. role he has in heaven and earth, he in all classes

gods to the [h:.lns‘;ﬂcal cosmol . He is here reduced to the rank of

of the Sanskrit literature retains the functions of being the "mouth"
of the gods, the medium or the messenger between gods and men. He has
the epithet "sarvadeva" as he creates necessities for mankind. In the

Vedic literature in particular, he is the lord of the household and of



the society, and is called the king, or the father, or the close
relative of man. In the epic and Purdnic literature, however, his
functions are no more on the household and the society, but he is
I;;;iven the epithet of "lokas3ksi" or the "witness of deeds committed on

earth®.

With respect to. other gods, he is closely associated with

various gods in the Vedic ' '”/ : such as Sﬁzya, Indra, Varuna,
| S\ :

Mitra, Aryaman and MatHeisv fom® place, he is said to be
identical with these gaé ares, he either has his
birth by them or

The descfiptj o f & J_:' i4 ot ¥ to be found in Chapters

2 to 5 of the prg gichapters 1 and 6 are

introductory and

LT T

[l :
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