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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study was %o investigate the influence
of demographic, socio—§COnomic factors on gaps between the numbef
of 1iving children and the mumber of ohildren desired among married
women in rural and urban Thailand. The source of data for this study
is the National Survey of Pertility, Mortality &and Family Planning
in Thailand, 1979. The sample consisted of 1,729 rural and 355 urban

currently married women. The results are as following:

1. Thifty—nine percent of rral women. and 36 percent of
" urban women had.excese fertility; incontrast, 28 .and 26 percent
of women in rural and urban areas respectively had deficit fertility.

About one-fourth of -all women had congruént fertility.

2. The relationship betwsen socio-economic, demographic and
the gap... Among 16 independent variables, it was found that

demographic variables: duration of marriage, age, infant mortality



has strong effect on the gaps (as_peasured hy the percentage women's
differenCe-and gamma) among.the 5 social factors, only women* 8
education and expoéure to mass medié.had moderate effects on the
_gaps. Surprisingly economic v;riables had minimal effects on the
gaps. However, it was found that majorily of the independent

variables affected the gaps in the direction as hypothesized.

3. Vthen duration bf marriage O-4uyears, 5f9 years and
10 years and over was taken into consideration, it was found that only
among married women 10 years and over the relationship only conformed
to the original relationghip ‘hefore coptrols for duration of

marriage were introduceds
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