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Thesis Title ‘ The Integration of Population Education in

Lower Secondary Social Studies Curriculum.

Name Miss Somkid Isarawatana

Department Secondary Education

Academic Year 1972

ABSTRACT

Purposes

To study the scépe and subject matter of population education
from documents, both in Thailand and abroad, collect data concerning
~social studies teachers'! and educators! opinions, as well as the
interests of students so that these data could be uéea as a guideiine
for integration of population education into Lower Secondary Social

Studies Curriculum.
Procedures

Two types of questionﬁaires were sent toilower secondary
sociai studies teachers, education and students; one for the teacher
and educators, (the jother fortstudentss The hundred-and fifty persons
were used as the sample: a hundred and fifty lowef secondary social
sfudies teachers, fifty educators, and one hundred and fifty students
in the lower secondary school. The questionnaires for the teachers
and educators concerned their opinions on the integration of popu-
lation education in the sociél studies course, _The second queétion-

naire surveyed the students!' interest in the population education



subject matter which would be integrated into the lower secondary

social studies curriculumnm.,

Findings

The findings indicated that the teachers and educators were
highly interested in integrating population education in the social
studies curriculum., However, the students were only moderately
interested in the sevenunits of population education subject matter
presented to them. The teachers! and educators' recommendation are

as follows:=

1. Basic populatifon/concepts should be integrated in
Geography in M.S. 1-3 (Grades viu-x)

2. Effects of population situation, especiallyrin local
population changes, should be added in Civics but issues concerning
national population changes and impacts of rapid population growth
on economy, education, society, health, pélitics, should be integratéd
into Geography in M.S..1-3, as weli as Civics at the level to be
specified by the .teachers, |

3. Issues,related to'local population changes Should be
integrated into.Geography-and Civicsa », Social y, health, political,
migration problems should be merged with Civies only.

L, At the micro-level, the impact of population changes on
the lifes of the learners and the important decisions and adjust-
ments Which the learners will have to make should be emphacized in
Civies. Some units, such as the adjustment of the learners to moral

problems related to culture and to‘living in the crowlded community



might be integrated in Morals.

5. ‘Reproductipn education, the teachers felt, should not
be incorporated into.the social studies cpurseé.

6; Concepts concerniﬁg the importance and practiéal aspéctS‘
of familj life education should be combined in Civics omitting
birth control methods.

7. Topics concérning population dynamics in other countries

should be integrated into Geography in M.S.s 2 and 3.

Suggestions

ﬁ. Since population/problems aﬁd their effects are important
~and pressing, social studies teachers should bécome acquainted with
thesé content areas at onge. In addition, population education
should be integrated into ewery unit in social studies where relevant
and possible,

2. If there are several social studies téachers in one school,
they.éhould work together by using various methods némely analysis
population education concepts deemed relevant in intetrating into
various topics théy %each. | This is important toravoice displicating
work and neglect in teaching concepts and issues related to popula-
tion educations

3. There should be cooperation between the social studies
teachers and those teachers in other subjects such as Health
Education, Home Economics,' This task is to integrate population'
education concepts and issues into these subject which is generally
accepted that they are the éppropriate areas to be more effectiveiy

integrated and taught than in Social Studies,
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