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The genus Derris belongs to the family Leguminosae, sub-family
Papilionaceae and tribe Dalbergieae. It contains over 80 species which are chiefly
distributed in the tropical region of South-East Asia, but a few species occur also in the
warmer areas of Australia, Africa and America. Representatives of the genus are
mostly shrubs or woody climbers, but some are trees (Robinson, 1965). The species
found in Thailand (Tem Smithinand, 1980) are listed as followed.
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Derris reticulata Craib [Leguminosae-Dalbergieae] ; Species nova

D. trifoliata Lu |
(D. uliginosp=
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ramulis lenticellatis, folliis 5-foliolatis, leguminibus brevibus oblongis ambitu alatis ad
semina incrassatis et reticulatis distincta.

Frutex scandens ; ramuli annotini glabri, conspicue lenticellati, cortice cinereo
vel stramineo-cinereo obtecti, mox prominenter lenticellati, pallide brunneo-corticati.
Folia 5-foliolata, petiolo 1.5-4 c¢m. longo basi incrassato incluso ad I8 cm. longa,



petiolo cum rhachi supra canaliculato glabro ; stipulae deciduae ; foliola opposita,
oblongo-ovata, ovato-lanceolata vel oblongo-lanceolata, lateralia saepissime parum
inaequilateralia, acuminata, summo apice retusa vel rotundata, basi rotundata vel
cuneata, 5-lo cm. longa, 2-4 cm. lata, subcoriacea vel chartaceo-coriacea, supra
subnitida, viridia, subtus pallidiora, matura pagina utraque glabra vel inferiore pilis
perpaucis ad costam nervosque laterales instructa, nervis lateralibus utrinque 6-8 intra
marginem anastomosantibus supra cgnspicuis subtus prominulis, nervulis rete gracil

=m. longo supra canaliculato suffulta,
terminali a lateralibus &3
substramineum, oblong’ -— = 4 cm. longum, 1.7-2 cm. latum,
glabrum, ambitu alaty L a7 o —ra ad 3 mm. lata, ad semina
incrassatum et promiz v a 7 mm. longo suffultum.
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e present timd, _the . pn either the
phyt ﬂﬁaﬁcanmﬁﬁ ﬂﬁcﬁﬁm'f rris reticulata
Craib (®ha-aem nuea). Although the crude drug from this plant has been used in Thai
traditional medicine since the old days, no scientific description and identification are

available.

Therefore, Derris reticulata Craib was selected for this investigation. The

objectives of which were :

1. Phytochemical study on the chemical constituents.



2.  Establishment of the specifications of the crude drug "Cha-aem nuea."

In order to clarify the confusion concerning the correction of botanical origin
of Cha-aem-Thai sole in various local traditional drug distributors. Identification for
the correct species from each source was made by the comparison of the
pharmacognostic characters of the crude drug and the Thin-layer chromatography

pattern of the extract with those of the @ g'gentic plant (Derris reticulata Craib, Cha-aem

nuea).
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