CHAPTER 111

LITERATURE REVIEW
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surveys to young children and women of child bearing age, since

Ty adlﬂuiuns to hospital),

these group are most at risk of morbidity that is amenable to
preventive interventions. The variables in the surveys that cover
maternal and child health services largely relate to receipt of
antenatal care, birth attendant, site of delivery, the receipt of
postnatal care and the immunization of children. The use of family

planning service is also important since it affects birth rates
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directly and better spacing of births would lead to more adequate
development and decreased morbidity of the resulting children (Ross

and Vaughan, 1986).

Some studies have also indicated the factors that affect

health care utilization. The studied factors are often divided

into four categories (Grim ) ’,ﬂ 1984),
1. Need fact 7 &Jarnl health status of

e ———

ceived susceptibility

lability of primary

3. Sociod e, marital status,
4.
illness and perceived

to illnesses, perceiv

efficacy of care.

Demograph V & rs are often used

as indapendent amahles for explaining varﬂmnu in the wuse of
care. lll:11 ﬁ W ith the severity
of illnesses q;y'ﬂc M?‘[?t s, af traditional
LA )11 1)

modefn services wereirz;q matm :Ie use of modern

services. The confidence in the services and the costs were also

the important one (Kroeger, 1983).

The following reports are examples of previous studies on

pattern of health services utilization and the factors affecting it.
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Belcher, Wurapa, Neumann and Lourie (1976) carried out a
2,000 households interview survey in rural Ghana. The study showed
the prevalence perceived morbidity rate of 20.8 percent in the
preceding two-week period. Almost half of the ill persons sought
medical care, whether from a clinic (27.1 percent), drug seller

(12.4 percent), or traditional

;’tianer (4.6 percent). The use

/rpe of condition, and
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South American Indi@ns in f-" alence of perceived

morbidity rate waﬂl.ﬁ percen in the recnlmperiod of two weeks.
Most patient |ﬁ f 1.16 rcent), followed
by drug sellﬁ;ﬁ pe cﬂimt dﬁzlal ﬂl (10.2 percent).
~ AR R
cunsisthBmiied mtﬂ{a use of ;a:herﬂ* i 1uﬂ or modern

healLh serviceﬁ. whereas secondary education and the accessibility
of modern health services were directly correlated with the use of

modern services.

Grimsmo and Siem (1984) carried out the interview survey of

5,806 persons from 2,207 households in Norway. The result showed
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that the most important factor that affected health care utilization
was the need for medical care., The availability of the doctor had
a different effect according to whether the illness was chronic or
non chronic., Difficulties in reaching the doctor reduced the number

of consultations for non-chronic diseases. Among the

sociodemographic variables, u

e evel of education mnor income
N %«er variables were taken
into account. Social e "-h'-' ct. ittle effect on health
care utilization. 7 '
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the deteruinants of mother's bringing their last baby to well baby
clinic for childhood vaccination. Age of mother and household
income were significantly associated with contraceptive method

adoption.

Ponbool and Saichoom-in (1989) carried out a health

interview survey of 210 families in Tak provinces. The prevalence
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morbidity rate was 22.8 percent in the recall period of two weeks.
For curative service, the majority use drug seller (36.6 percent),
followed by private clinic (21.0 percent), subdistrict health
gservice (17.9 percent) and hospital (13.4 percent). The coverage
of immunization was 69.5 percent. The percentages of mothers
or prenatal services, 77.5

) percent for postnatal

services., About B0 0 -tmn were delivered by
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receiving seeking care 78.0 pel

percent for tetanus va
health personnel. by 82.9 percent of women

in reproductive age.
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Kamnuansilpa, Kunstaster, and Auamkul (1987) had carried out
the quantitative surveys on hilltribe health und family plannings
among the Hmong and Karen in Tak and Mae Hong Son. The survey
covered a total of 13,282 persons, including 2,155 married women of

reproductive age. The use of contraceptive was very low, 12.8



31

percent and 16.6 percent for the Hmong and Karen respectively.
Few of them (13.5 percent for Hmong and 7.4 percent of Karen) have
ever received prenatal care and one percent of them reported that
they had received a tetanus shot during their most recently
completed pregnancy. Only 10.7 percent of the Hmong and 1.4 percent

of the Karen gave last child the assistance of medically
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utilization.
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the qualitative st.ud,}e in Hmong { illness cases and 56 couples)
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The report deacnheﬂ cultural gand ot.her actors su as desired
nosver ol el [ enb oK | 'sm..-zl o Mlmeptmn.
t.raditi-:mal belief, economic) related to the use of modern health
and family planning services. Modern preventive medicine such as
antenatal care and immunization were poorly undergtood but modern

curative medicine was widely appreciated and frequently use.

Offices of Special activities, Ministry of education (1987)

carried out the health survey in the hilltribes in 15 provinces of
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the northern region of Thailand and reported that 46 percent of the
total hilltribes hamlets, especially in Mae Hong Son, Chiangmai,
Nan, Chiangrai and Tak provinces, still used witch doctors for the
treatment of illnesses followed by the subdistrict health station

(23 percent).

Perngparn and Dantl _ ) carried out the village
survey among 60 househelds" ; : ',.hnusehold of the Karen

reported that the

and 31 household

contraception use ereent, followed by the

Karen (47.9 perc sent) consecutively.
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low; BC@ 31.5 percent, DPT 17.15 percent and OPV 16.69 percent.
The vaccination against tetanus in pregnant women was 54.69 percent
(Ministry of Public Health, Office of the Permanent Secretary, Hill

Tribe Health Development Center, 19390},

These studies suggested that health services utilization

among the hill tribes was relatively low. The rates, patterns and
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factors affecting utilization varied according to places, time and
the types of facilities available. The community health station in
Mae Kha Poo was established six years ago. It is time to evaluate
the magnitude and associated factors of health services utilization.
The result might be useful for the relevant authority to develop an

optimal health plan for heal vices utilization with the aim to

reduce the health proble ribes.
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