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cough, @Wiarrhoea and pain. The medical use of opium is omne of the
reasons leading to opium dependence. The result from the villnge_
survey showed that the health problems among the hill tribes were
high birth rate, high infant mortality rate, poor hygiene and
sanitation, malnutrition, prevalent communicable diseases, and

parasitic infestation. It was found that the most common diseases

among the hill tribes were the diseases of the wupper respiratory



tract and gastrointestinal tract systems which frequently resulted

from poor general health, malnutrition and poor hygiene.

Since the fourth National Development Plan (1977), the hill
tribes have been assigned to be one of the target population of

health development and various programs targeted towards the

development of health serv \\ '? ent, the Ministry of Public
ori e model to develop the
%hrnugh the villagers

HV's), village health

Health has adopted the
health care delivery
themselves such as

communicators [".FHV : Amin t \\\\

kers (CHW's). This
design increases : .-" ,-3: \ ary health services,

including family plaphing. -' y reports showed that there

The assessment “services utilization in rural

population of The rimary health care

services was rell y Tow i other alternatives.

Many factors hawﬁ been [ound to in uencemtha use of health
4 welude “éducation, omic status,

e, S ARSI D Tt
“‘"‘““WW AT LTNeNa

research intends to study the health services
utilization in the remote hill tribe communities in the areas of
preventive, curative, and family planning services. The Karen are
the majority of hill tribes in Thailand, comprising half of all hill
tribes population. Opium dependence was shown to be a more serious

problem among the Karen than the other tribes. Therefore, it is



logical to target our study towards the Karen where the problems
associated with health service utilization might be most severe.
The study in the Karen village will be use:li -to illustrate the
pattern of health services utilization and the factors affecting it.

It is hoped that the result will have policy implication.
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