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Lymphatic filariasis mainly caused by Wuchereria bancrofti and Brugia malayi is
considered fo be a major public health problem in the fropics and subfropics, including Thailand.
The WHO set a goal fo eliminate lymphatic filariasis by the year 2020. The program to get rid of
this disease has aisc been launched in Thailand for 5 years. Recently, the control program
which is recommended by the WHO is a strategy of repeated single annual dose of 6 mg/kg of
DEC in order to desiroy microfilariae and adult worms. Because DEC has partial macrofilaricidal
effect and there are side effects from using DEC, other drugs such as ivermectin and albendazole
have been developed so as fo improve compliance and increase effectiveness of treatment.
Moreover, the symbicsis of filarial nematodes and intracellular Weolbachia bacteria has recently
been exploited as a new target for treatment of filariasis. Therefore, antibictics such as
tefracyclines and rifampicin have been used ic combine with DEC in order to increase effects

and suppress side effects of DEC.,
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