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Thesis Title The Influence of Buddhism on The Politi-

cal Thought of Sulak Sivaraksa
Name Mr. Pongchate Rujirachoon

Thesis Advisor ant Professor Withaya Sucharitha

Department ‘

Academic Year

The purpose study the influence of

Buddhism over Sulak thought (A.D. 1932 -

1984). S.Sivaraksa is a ker who suggests that Budd—

hism can solve pol

=

students aend inte ' ‘

s have aroused
o participate in

politics, bringing ﬁpact to bear upon thai molitics.

‘a YR
Throﬁmugn,atﬂyg %ﬁ%rﬂ%ﬂtﬁ-fs&e interview,
the writer flnﬂ that pavt ofgsS. Sivarak 's political thought en=
compasscel 3 hekbd bbb abiof AN B o 1
and on the other it has been influenced by his appreciation of
Buddhism, Although these are developed from different concepts:
Western concept and Eastex;n concept, they share basic beliefs in

liberty, freedom, equality and brotherhood.

Because of ﬁuddhist influences, S,Sivaraksa refuses to

solve political problems by using ready made formula and violence.

? 4



In his opinion, to realb'solve political and social problems,

it is imperative to bring about basic changes both in political
and societal domains. Mere changes in political and govermmental
pattern are not enough, changes must occur in individuals also.
They must be self-contented, 1 ding a simple life, and seeking
no advantages over each ¢ : :‘ v t possess ethics and can
courageously fight fo , a&y within the society

s a basié. These kinds

by using their inte
of virtue will bel whé“can get rid of their
self-cantre by pr which will lead them

to understanding t ome thought that .

makes them unhappy) ity and society clearly.

As such, small units \ se indiv1duals, can
2xist independently bu As a result, the society
will be peaceful and wi dictator (S. Sivaraksa
objects all H&‘W":::w individuals are

highly capable, goiﬁrno S
Then all of the actlgﬁéees in the ciety will be of the interest

of the ma;orﬂ u% %%%}%@ w&q ﬁ)}‘i influenced by

his knowledge of sangha socigty. He suggests.thatglf we can use

e el bl GNT1 B LRIANGA &%Lnt situe-

tion, it w111 be of great help in solving the political and social

%cept their opinions.

problens.

Nevertheless, the writer has three observations on adap=

ting Buddhism to solve political and social problems. They are:



1. We should study why Buddhist ideology cannot contri-
bute to political development despite its long and continuous

history.

2. In order to make Buddhist ideology a political force,

the Buddhists must be organi =) political groups.

Se TH applyi:;;;;;;rlst b';ug%-'w solve political and

social problems, ah>;'i;;Fnr*r‘:w;A*“~ oth in terms of theory
and practices of the®dhLa¥wé/mbst be ih caution to avoid

unwittingly derogadryfcs réhﬁi -2'. he ‘dharma.
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