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The study aims at comparing and contrasting worldviews of speakers
of six hilltribes in Thailand, Blue Meo, Mien-Yao, Lahu Shi, Akha, Lisu and
Skaw Karen as reflected in classifiers for nouns referring to animate belngs.
The methodology used is componential analysis.

The study reveals the following observations of speakers' worldviews..
The difference in number of classifier in each language reflects the
difference in degree of complexity i g e classification of living beings.

Lahu has the largest number, thu oss classification system, while
Li:su has the smallest number r classification system.

The different cr:.&;ed in scification also reflect
different worldviews of?f guages. In all of them, the
distinction is recogniz veehd ans. Another phenomenon,
found in Blue Meo, Lahu 1 pish K ing of animals to inanimate
objects based on the she

Mien - Yao and Sgaw
Karen, used the shape o y language in which animals
and inanimate objects

lass. As for the group
classifiers, it is found imension groupings. Genetic -
or breeding grouping is

Pairing -~ exists' in
all languages except Sga. distance among members in .
the group is found in

er of grouping, orderly .
arrangement or haphazard p Shi, Akha and Skaw Karen. - -
The size of group is sig

-

The similarities and : in the classification and grouping-
of animate nouns in the six h;}iﬁﬁﬁpe’ anguages reveal difference in the
degree of closeness in relationénip among the inguages., Mien-Yao and Blue
Meo semm to form a c“ ser group.- ha. Lisu and Sgaw Karen
both distinguish themseléves Fror
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