CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND

At Alma-Ata co e in: the U :S.S:R in 1878,

134 countries upport for a worldwide

effort to brifig" Health The Year 2000. From
this slogan, 5vH planned ve. reach the goal of
“the attaing ; 3 J _v; % of the world by the
vear 2000 of : ' 7
(Kiereini, 198§ ;
Care [PHC] was ;'_'?;5;;- absu-ber 1978 and declared
for. -all key element of
health ca . 'Ql;;;:;_;; ----- t;w;__ﬂw,_,‘ of the country’s
health ‘v”i' s slcpment system. The

1nvolvement the communlty is encouraged towards self-

rehancﬂau ﬁ{ﬂfﬂeﬁwﬁﬂ-ﬂ '] ne?r inciples of PHC

are part!blpatlon by the people, approprlate technology,
“QRARINT BT AAREeen.

éntial elements of PHC are maternal and child care,
immunization, nutrition, family planning, control of
local communicable disease, sanitation, water supply,
essential drugs, and health education (Devaneson, 1882 ;
The MOPH, 1988). All member countries were requested to
support this strategies as the national policy. The Thai

government also complied to the WHO policy by stdting




their support for PHC in the Fifth and Sixth Plan of the
National ©Social and Economic Development. However the
implementation fbr achieving the social target needs
health personnel who understand and have adequate

knowledge, skills and attitudes of the new concepts.

Nursing personnel closely with the people

especially the

most valuable a h %system.

"Comm

nurses are one of the

the health tea : ﬂ‘j;‘u 1 status of the people by
holding the# ursing and public
health nursi ividual, family and

community.  ( Wiedge Division, 1985)

The America 58 Association, 1973 defined the

meaning of v{; Health Nurs ing as following

is

a synthesis of
health practice

Comn 5
nursing practlce

and public

applied Yospromoting @md preserving the health of
RSN TR
limited to a

*Hicular age or diagnostic group It is

contlnuln episédic dominant

q it aBe s ey by o emots

families,or groups contributes to the health of
the total population.... (quoted in Leahy,
Cobb, Jones, 1877)
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The Public Health Nursing Section of the American
Public Health revised the definition of community health

nursing in 1980 (Humphrey, 1888) as follows

The specialty of public health nursing is
professional nursing directed toward a total
community or pulation group. Consideration is
given to envir-‘~;“)‘ ial, and personal health
factors affect ‘ status.... Emphasis is
on planningsf a whole rather
than Y

primarily on
This practise
groups rather Nursing personnel are
directly provision of health
services to the'#‘f;__ promotion of ; health,
prevention ('fe/ﬁ%" " ing earel-and restoration of

impaired func&ion and the functions

of nurses 1ncrease, therefore nurses should have

knowledﬂ ﬂ(ﬂlf‘}:ﬂ Eﬂﬁdw E] ﬁLﬂ:{jm and general

nursing performance Nurses should have genersal
= Q1 047 FRIRA 1A HAQ Yoo
aceco dlng to a intended tasks and roles with confidence.
Tasks of professional nurses in promotive sector are
assigned by the Permanent Secretary of MOPH in 1886 as
follows: maternal and child care, immunization, family
planning, school health, nutrition, primary health care,

mental health, health education,training and supervision.



Nursing education in Thailand* has been
anthorized by many authorities. Thai nursing education
is .under 7 agencies. They are MOPH, the Ministry of

University Affairs, the Ministry of Defense, the Ministry

of Interior, Bangkok Metropolis Administration, the Thsai

Red Cross Society, and many other private institutions.
The objective of thé N }

5 J" cation according to the

Sixth National

gB? 18990) is to produce

sufficient n , red. | 7 8" country. The nursing

institute education for better"

\

quality. Th8" g 7ide the service with

respect to nursing care, and
rehabilitativ with conscientious

morality, ethi (The MOPH, Nursing

*Nursi f' ong in Thailand are 54
34 under Mi 1stry of Publlo Health

N WM

underl! Ministry of Defense
131‘%‘1 Mﬂﬁmmmmma d
Gnder Bangkok Metropolis Administration
1 under The Thai Red Cross Society

7 Private institution




The objective of Nursing Education as well as
other higher professional education, is to produce
quality manpower to serve the society. Since a nursing
career 1is based on arts and sciences, the student need

not only study the gory but also practise in the

clinical skill. nurses should posses the

knowledge and "Gapabi tm are necessary for

professional"ﬂr-—# h- iprux et al. and the

Ministry o , Nursing Colleges

Division (198 t the nursing practice

would be ave good academic

knowledge, dness and sympathy.

Nursing educat preparing the nurse to

suit society’

s pursing eurridnduam emphasised on

el

A
ﬁLthout consideration
/

curative car

of family

eurnc-ﬂalu grq ﬁﬁ%ﬁ% E}S] ﬂf‘%:matlon from the

teacher who employ ‘the lectures as the main mode of
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dem nstrations on the nursing technique practice.

‘and communlty health. n convent ional

The students gain experience on clinical practice only
in hospital-based care. Nowadays,_nuréing curricnlum has
beeﬁ revised to be community-oriented in accordance with
the need and requirement of the National Health

Development Plan. The curriculum includes health
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promotion, prevention, rehabilitation and caring for all
individuals and communities. The primary task of nursing
education is to help the students to acquire appropriate
attitude as expected from the society as well as to

increase their knowledge and skill, so that they can

function as a nurse to y/he care needs of the Thai

society ( ,é#OPH, Nursing Colleges

Division,

\Qﬁ\ ik in Thailand are from

\$§:\\ rural areas with a

attainment and poor

the populatio
relatively

health condi w\s-atus of the people is

one of the major EOTS €O ﬁ‘n; national development.

cover only 20% of all

The health services~b¥ ¢ & ment
F A T

population The MOPH, Nursing

Colleges

Shortaie of nur81ng personnel is a major
evief] 819 WA WA e o
profe551 was not w%;l reconlzed Prof 551ona1 nurses

% g T4 Hﬂ'}ﬂ*ﬂw ki

cougtrles (Chaloem Varavithaya, 1982). At present, the
nursing curriculum has been upgraded to a Bachelor
degree, 1like other professions. There are more people
interested in this profession but when the demand is
taken into account, the nursing education capacity is

still inadequate for the public health service in urban




as well as in the community. In 1987, the ratio of the
nurse to population in Bangkok was 1:480, compared with
1:1436 in the rural areas (Pring-Puang-Gao, 1883; The
MOPH, Nursing Colleges Division, 1886; The Ministry of

University Affairs, Planning Division of the permanent

/&ASIOD of MOPH found that

according to sourt N ticnal Development Plan, the

secretary, 18886).

The Nursir
professional vbio was 1:4100 and in
the Fifth-f4 io became 1:212D
which was At the end of the
Six-five vyea %ﬁ? ,}‘;ﬂ"= professional nurse to
populatioﬁ ra be  “¥:132% " In .other
words, the tota working in both publi?
and private a popﬁlation of .58.195
millions | ‘

the standard— nnz

tldwh Conferenc Nursing

Edm@ummmﬁwa@mm - s
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ranked between fair to poor ( quoted in Arom Vootiprux
and Chifaporn Dherabatana, 1982; Chaloem Varavitthya,
1982). Ethical development report showed the lack of

ethic and moral in nurses during- their service.

(Vanvilai Chantrapa, 1978 quoted in Arom Vootiprux, Arom




Vootiprux and Chiraporn Dherabatana, 1982a, 18982b). The
Medical Education Seminar in 1877, mentioned that the
health personnel lacked of knowledge and skill to
provide service to the people in the community. The

causes of the problem were dued to improper 1learning

experience. (Medical “ation Centre, 1977 quoted in
Arom Vootipru Jaeger-Burns (1981)
reported that dramme in many countries
were not F 20 paringsiarses to work in the
community. L’ e ,:x:  jﬁm receive 1iftle community
clinical prac f n . v ’,_~. em, Varavithya menti&ned

that the s lac | experience in health services

For ~administrator and the

instructors reason of these

problems. EL

schoollﬁias beemnimitated fFom the West. Therefore, the
ive e
Y

-rricuﬂlm of Asian nursing
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changing society. The curriculum needs to be reappraised
on what the instructors offer to their students and
whether it can create a set of performance relevant to
the needs of society especially the needs identified by
the MOPH in accordance with The National Public Health

Development Plan.




RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. Are the existing Community Health Nursing
Curricula in Thai nursing schools relevant to the

community healtj.h nursing tasks assigned by the Ministry

{ learning experience 1in
ask

according to the

of Public Health?
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