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Remote sensing technique was used to study the change of land use
affected by tourism development at Ko Samui, Changwat Surat-thani, from 1988
to 1994. LANDSAT Thematic Mapper satellite data was classified by Nearest
Neighbor Classification Algorithm i 0, 4 categories of land use, namely (1)
agriculture area (2) forest ) ch area and (4) tourism or urban
area. The results showed ‘ erated land ‘use change. Tourism
area has been increased fri to 41.65 km® in 1994 (65.86%
increased) ,whereas othex re decreased. Formerly, the
increase of tourism )W 1 culm ; orest and Dbeach area. The
classification accurac f ‘ ) 993 and 1994, respectively.
Furthermore, tourism 1 i as developed by Geographic
Information System (G aluatlon technique (MCE) in
order to compare with is process, several factors
were considered, ' Lstance, \o listance, slope gradient, and
legal status, beach cog and original community, in
accordance with the dpacity of the island. The
output showed the tourig Samui was greater than the
potential area. This change and environmental
degradation.
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