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The Politic : milita » Ihailand has begun since

| gymilitary officers, staged
iselves in the political
system and that creat'; ' car y" im0 Tk iland's approaches towards
democracy. Sometimes, t Jf”dt:_; on, election and even represne-

tatives in the parliament b _::'1f_ _ mean that the military stepped

-

out of polities. -;i;I14;g_lg.;;;;is_;;;;;;;;)fr: which would pave the
L Y

way for them to becoms P Sr-example, the 1957, 1958

ul
and 1969 elections. Sﬁpmed like demnnratic elections but after those

elections, higﬂ Wﬁmwﬁqﬂﬁiem Marshall P.

Piboon Songkramyl Field Marshall Sarit Thanarat, and Field Marshall Thano
G GBI YRV MR B e
Moreover, %hese military leaders formed their own political parties and
became candidates in such elections for example, the Seri Manunkasira

Party in 1957 election, the Social National Party.



From this study, these military political parties had own
reasons for forming their own political parties. This is because, they
want to be a part 'of polities through constitutional means. There are
3 main factors for the military to form their political parties.

1. The Constitution. It allows the military officiers who

al posts in.the senate. This
'%Ected the same as elected
Ty

c
which comes from assig res@nt, the parliament.
2. The growt‘

which have military as pért ¢dders, have : 'ventage over other parties.

are government officers to hold

senate also gives th same

e political parties

in, controlling and suppressing

\\\\\1 g political demonstrations,

the growth of other pargfe 1 1 ’\

.’ ,,ﬂ( , 1 - \ -
arresting the leaders”of @other parties.
3. The unity Jf ghe afmy. THe leade:

of the army can absolutely

Because they previonsly

control all the organs of go th legitimately gives, them

T ,—_— =

All these ‘_t{ 1‘1'-' nle because, at that

time, the people accaad the army. erefnreﬂhe forming of politiecal

parties by milit 1&{1&5 was easy Snld it wras the way for them to have
L)L) i1} IR | e R
politic er s W : eaders who were
mberaﬂzﬁiﬁﬁ ﬁ:ﬁ ﬁgjaﬁiﬁaﬂd ﬂld their power
in elections.

October 14, 1973 incident is the most important factor which helps
to change the political roles of the military. They losed the legitimacy

in politics. Also, there were conflicts in the army, and people and

other political parties had more freedom.



In the 1983 election, the military leaders had come up with the
restrictions and thus, they interfered in politiecs. Moreover, the
constitution does not allow the military officers to be political
candidates through the formation of political parties. Also, the

civilian political parties had even grown more and that became an obstacle

o find new ways to have political
roles by pushing the govermmé ot /¢lfApEelthe constitution and enact a

leaders can, then, acquire

In summing up, af 1983 election, the military leaders
could not have polirtic @] 85 f'-ff ely . he Consitution was the -

main obstacle so thé' eére not successful.

Eventually, they diss® ad a new lection so they

could change the const ed that the military used
political parties as a tool'n | tlves, in politics continuously

and legitimately tihﬁk' jlreyer, these parties could

not grow, so they &rie: ﬁ?ﬂzrvt their political

U

status 1egitimately.]n
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