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BERKELEY * DAVIS * IRVINE ¢ LOS ANGELES * RIVERSIDE * SAN DIEGO * SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA * SANTA CRUZ

CLARK KERR INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
PRESIDENT EMERITUS BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720

(510) 642-8106

(510) 643-5528, FAX

February 9, 199%

Porntip Desomchok

52/15 Mu 1, Ladphrao Kilo 9
Kongjan, Bangkapi

Bangkok 10240, THAILAND

L]
Dear Porntip Desomchok:
Your letter of January 1lth orwar be the State University
of New York Press. Thank you for ihd/ K :
I am not familjar with the d o ) Thai higher educational
system, and so can only make a ) the literature on
university autonomy in its large to consult in your
researches.
First, most scholars make a tonomy of individuals--
"academic freedom'" for members of stitutional autonomy,"
or the ability of the members of &} ‘their own mission,
standards, clientele, and curricula fand- w to spend its funds.
At the same time, these two topics arerels e often discussed together,
as, for example, in my own lecture at the l of the Witwatersrand
(South Africa, 1976), which been publish ter 28 in The Great Transformation
in Higher Education; 1960-1980,Awhich you, of 2
» ,

ic Ashby in his chapter,
Indian, African

One of the clearest expos
"Autonomy and Academic Freedom," 'in Ul

7e tis
(London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1966).

‘o o/
A second approach t ‘ : i deals with
what are appropriate rela etween a ‘ﬁﬁ ive ﬂﬁnd the state
or nation that supports it§] One book that I have foun especially helpful in

the American context is by Frank Newman and is titleds Choosing Qq&#ity: Reducing
Conflict Between T sl do :/~Education
Commission of the Satﬁz i%i) a iAEWﬁmnﬂga B
the real need is notfsimply for more autonomy but for a relationship between the

university and the state that is constructive for both, built up over a long
period of time by careful attention on the part of all parties" (p. xiii).

Since your focus is historical, let me mention just two of the factors that
I think have contributed to university autonomy in the United States. One is our
tradition of privately controlled and supported institutions, now enrolling about
20 percent of college and university students in the United States, that have
provided models of diversity and autonomy for the whole higher education sector.



626

Porntip Desomchok -2- February 2, 1994

Another is, I believe, our system of basic ownership and governance of colleges
and universities, both public and private, by boards of trustees made up of
persons who are neither government officials nor members of the university faculty
or student body. (I have outlined the history of the traditions of trusteeship

in The Guardians: Boards of Trustees of American Colleges and Universities,

Washington, D.C.: Association of Governing Boards of Universities and Colleges,
1989).

I realize that my remarks do not address your special topic of development
of unlver51ty autonomy in the history o but I hope that your research

ﬂ‘LlEJ’JVIEJVIiWEﬂﬂ‘i
ammmm UA1AINYAY
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