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o IE ABSTRACT

ﬁlele’ wards the Vietnamese ''boat people"

se’ of this th§;515 is to test two hypothesis.
Firstly, Thai E/ :

as well as its Z fntauon as influenced by both internal and
external factors. or‘" dlfferentj}‘)e;lods of time. Secondly, the
number of Vletnamege boat peoplé,éémmg into Thai territory
depends on th_ree fdc-tars = Thail'and*s pollcy and its implementation

towards thestéaeepLei—Vieéﬁam'—s—pel-ienyﬂs the Orderly Depar-
S X .

ture Program (ODP); and the role of the United Nations High com-

missioner for Rcfugees (UNHCR) in the resettlement of th'e‘boat

people in third countries of asylum.

The author studies both intefmal and extemmal factors
which have ‘influenceton theé decisionsmaking-process-of Thailand's
policy towards the Vietnamese boat people from 1975-1982. The
internal factors which are taken into consideration include the
attitudes of Thai people towards Vietnamese people as a whole,
Thailand's national security, domestic politics, economic and

social environments factors. The external factors comprise



political envirorment in the region, Thailand's membership of
the United Nations and its recognition of humanitarianism, Thai
image in international community, the ODP. as well as the policy

of third countries of asylum towards the boat people.

These factors account for the Thai government's decision
in giving the Vietnamese boat pggp;le a primary heip; that is
allowing them for a temporary stay,m Thailand with the condition
that these people be allowed{to have pcrmanent settlements in
third countries, «Slich a policy is somewhat agreed by Thai people
and welcomed by/(,e::ational- conmnmity. This policy is also
considered to b x2}0 to solvc., thu Vietnamese boat people

d

problem in Thai as 1ts mtgn sity has been gradually declined.

This thesfs can £:'ma11y /explains that the influse of
Vietnamese boat people de'pends upori 3 conditions as mentioned

above, And that the- beat peopla ‘1dft the1r motherland because

they wanted tcﬁ ﬂries. It also explains

that Thailand's '‘open-door' and ""humane deterence" policies have
been effective _in controlling the, flows of Vietnamese boat people
into Thailand, "It finaliy finds out that the Vietnam's ODP. has
put some effect on the solution of this problem im Thailand as
mally Vietnamese who are, not,willing to reside in.their country
are admitted to travel directly to the western-countries for a
permanent resettlement., The Vietnamese Government is said to
have closely cooperated with the UNHCR in this activity. The

UNHCR has also asking the collaboration from and coordinated with

the western countries regarding resettlement program for these



oy

boat people. Accordingly, the UNHCR has played an important

role in decreasing the number of the boat people in Thailand.

In conclusion, the author considers that Thailand's

policy towards the Victnamese boat people has satisfactory
results as the number of the le in Thailand has been

eat change in internal

S

of the Vietnamese
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