CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Statement of Problem
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Many researchers have studied drying of agricultural products
(Refer to Chapter II). However, published information on the drying

characteristics of common Thai agricultural products are still lacking.



1.2 Purpose of Research

The main objective of this research is to investigatethe
drying characteristics of various Thai agricultural products in a
through-flow drying process, i.e. to assess the effects of hot air
fiaw rate'and hot air temperature on the drying rate. The obtained

data would be useful to the desigi ¢f similar through flow dryers and
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