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The purpose of this dissertation is to study the concepts and presentation of Dana and 
Danaparami in Thai Buddhist literature in order to examine their significance in the creation 
of Thai Buddhist literature and in Thai culture. 

Dana means gift-giving in general, which generates merit and purifies one's mind. 
DanaparamI or the perfection of generosity means gift-giving of the bodhisattva who pursues 
Buddhahood. Dana and Danaparami are related. The two concepts are systematically assel1ed 
in Thai Buddhist Literature to convey the discourse of giving in both worldly and 
otherworldly levels. 

Dana and Danaparami are the main concepts in two groups of Thai Buddhist 
literature. The first group consists of Jataka literature and the Anagatavarpsa. As for Htaka 
literature. various vernacular versions of two canonical jatakas-the Vessantara Jataka 
(Mahachii/) and the Chaddanta Jataka (Phaya Chauhan) are created and widespread in 
Thailand. Also, in the Pafifiasa Hitaka, the greatest collection of non-canonical jatakas, 29 out 
of 61 jatakas are about Dana and DanapararnI, whereas there are only 22 from 547 in the 
Jataka-anhakatha. In the Paiifiasa Jataka. the gifts of limbs, life , children. and wives are 
crucially emphasized to represent the perfection of generosity, and the benefits of gifts 
demonstrated through the bodhisattva 's deeds are also significant. The bodhisattva's ideal 
gifts as shown in the Pafiiiasa Jataka are also prevalent in the Mahiichiit, Phaya Chatthan, and 
the AnagataVa111Sa in which the bodhisattvas give their limbs, life, children, and wives in 6 
from 10 stories. 

The second group of Thai Buddhist literature apparently influenced by Dana and 
Danaparami is the Anisaqlsa texts, a huge corpus of texts asserting the benefit of meritorious 
acts, predominantly the benefit of gift-giving. In the Anisaqlsa texts. giving explanation and 
telling narratives are the plinciple techniques used to demonstrate the benefits of gifts, 
especially narratives which make the benefits substantial to promote faith in giving gifts. 
Some narratives are newly created and some are from suttas and other Buddhist texts 
including the Paiiiiasa Jataka. This indicates the relation between the Pafiiiasa Jataka and the 
Anisaqlsa texts.Therefore. Dana and Danaparami are related . The bodhisattva's fulfilment of 
perfection of generosity as shown in jatakas becomes a 'model' of gift-giving for general 
people. These Anisaqlsa texts apparently reflect the importance of gift-giving in Thai culture 
and Thai traditions. 

These two groups of Thai Buddhist literature reflects that Dana and Danaparami play 
a significant role in Thai society and Thai values. They are created and delivered to people 
through rituals, such as the Mahachat ceremony and through other contemporary media in 
order to assert the concepts of Dana and Danapararni to the society. The creation and 
demonstration of these texts are fundamentally motivated by the belief in the benefit of 
Dharma-dana (the gift of Dharma)-to create texts is to help maintain Buddhism. bring one to 
be reborn in the blissful time of the Buddha Maitreya, and ultimately attain Nirvana. As a 
result, these Buddhist texts are 'alive' and playa significant role in promoting Dana and 
Danapararni to Thai society. =- .......J 
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%
����������������������� !�"�
% ����&�%/���0%�����%��%+�#'%(�d�)%,)��%Monier-Williams (2002: 473)%!1�����1���
�&�%
% % to give, bestow, grant, yield, impart, present, offer to 
%
% /���0%"�&!2&���(�
�31����4���(�3�������5)6�!1�&���
'�+(����%�#&���� ���&#�6��#&!��&��
�����&�����'�5�����-��37����%����&�%���%!��'����.%1���8)�%�������!1�#�������&������1������
��	���
�+�����#&��.%,)�����5)6��
���5�
�!1������'������%2��2�	%���������9�%�������������������%
��	���5��'#�2��%(Findly, 2003: 39)  

% /���0%�)���!2&������������:
�	�#&!�
'�+(������&���6�%!�����+���������������&���&%%
/���0%��9������������ ��#�6��#&4������%��	���!1���6��9��1���1������*	%1���1���
�'��'&�1���%���#�6��#&���!1�%�����&�����	1�&�����5����!������%���!1���&�����21�����	%
"���8)������2�%���8���
����&��
%�9������������&!�������5�����!1� �2&����%#�6��#&�'�
�	���
����	����8)�����1���%�����"���������+�(����#&��.%5)6�������!��������%������5�����!1� %1���%
/���0%��9������������;5��(��������'�(����%%
% ���+�(����#&��.%5�������������	��#�������9������������%��
�<������������
���������������#&��.%���1���1���,��,���%��������	������������%/���0%�9��9�������1�)��%����	
��'��������&��#&�	(����%�2&�%
��1�3%=����%1����2�%��������������&��"�%��9����������	���
"�����%����&�����������������
�����()�*����������!�(����#&��.%�9�����9��	#���������
5���5#���()�*�4�������
�����������-��3������-��3��&���6�%�2&����5��%Brekke (1998) 

��	 Heim (2004)%()�*���������������-��3�����;5��(����
��1�3%(�����2�%��	
'�+
(����%��������()�*����!1��19��&�%(�����1�&���6��1�����������;1��������2���
�6�>��������
��&���!1����1�����	����&�����%���%���!1���9������	����������	!1��������%4���:
�	��&������%
���!1���&�����2%(����
��1�3�������!1���&
��1�3%��������1��%/��?30%1���1���������
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% �2&�%Heim (2004:35)%��&��8)����-��3+���(��#�3��6�1�����������&�%/+������0%1���
������8��#���2��+���%���������%/!1���&��� ��������9����5�"��'������&�������#�3%4����#�������	
��	0D%�������)�������������������!1������&���5�"��'���������#(���+�������!�!�
�	��#�
��	���-��3#&��.%!�
�	"#���$�%��	��&������&�%!��'�(����8���&�%���!1������9�������	����>
��	��9�������������	���%�
��	!1�4�����������3������(%�2&�%2����������	�����9�������&�����8��!�
2���#��6%���8)��';����	���!1�"���&-
!1�&�������&�%���3��	����'��&��!����!1����%"�&�&��	��9�
��� !1� %��� ���%����5�����!1�%��������������!1�%�����#&���
��+3������!1���1����������35�������6���6�%
(Heim, 2004: 40)@%
% ���!1���5�����!����*	����&�%!1�����!��9�	"��������6�%1�������5��������'���*	
�����.%����������!1�%�2&�%8�����	����������!1�2�#�1��������#���%���� !����-��3���%(Heim 

2004: 41)E%�9
�!����-��3�������#$5��
'�+(�����2&�������	�����&����������&�%�������35��
������"���������+����1�������!1� �19�!����5����������&�%��������&��������������&��!1;&!�
���-��3#&��.%�	����!1��19�4�����'51�����
��'5���"�����������!1����%��	��������*	��9���#�
�����9�%(Heim, 2004: 40)%�

� ��������6�������	��9�����.%������%�2&�%���������;5��(���+�������!�%��#��!����!1�%
,)����6�
'�+(������	(����"2�	!1����������;��&������%(Heim, 2004: 43) 1������!1����
��9��1#'���"���&�������'+�������'�%��9�#��F%
�
�
�
                                                 
 1 All the Dharma��stra compendia idealize the most righteous gift (dharmad�na) as “that 
which is given constantly to worthy recipients without regard to any ends, only with the thought of 
giving up.” (Heim, 2004:35) 
 2 Giving is good and should be done because it yields worldly benefits, such as fame and 
popularity in this life, and merit, which will bring about a desirable rebirth in the next. All of the 
elements in gift-giving – the donor, the recipient, the gift, and the manner of giving – are evaluated on 
their ability to yield merit or fruit. (Heim, 2004: 40) 
 3 Manu expounds that the nature of the gift determines the nature of the fruit in a manner in 
which like begets like: the donor of a lamp receives in the next life excellent eyesight… (Heim, 2004: 
41) 
 4 Assumed at the philosophical level the doctrine of meritorious consequences of d�na is 
elaborated at the narrative level. Most of the d�na stories in all three literature are simple tales 
celebrating the earthly and heavenly pleasure one receives from giving. Often the format becomes quite 
mechanical and predictable… (Heim, 2004: 40) 
% F%4���������	������
����#��!�%Heim (2004) 
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8 The last ten of the traditional j�takas, the group called the Mah�nip�ta (Thotsach�t, Thai), 

have become organized on the basis of the ten p�ram�, each story illustrating one of these perfections. 
Because these particular ten j�takas have achieved a widespread popularity in Thailand, it seemed 
interesting to investigate to what extent the Thai Paññ�sa J�taka has been organized on the basis of the 
p�ram�. (Fickle, 1978: 42) 
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9 Some of the fairy tales might be classified as viriyap�ram� because of the hero’s diligent and 

energetic pursuit of his goal. The story of Sudhana was actually used by Dayal as his illustration of this 
p�ram�. However, many of these fairy tales are hardly Buddhistic in character, even including the story 
of Sudhana, and it is questionable whether the adventures of such heroes were what Buddhist writers 
had in mind when they were thinking of the viriyap�ram� of a bodhisatta. Fairy tale PJT39 does 
legitimately illustrate s�lap�ram� because the story lauds the virtues of the heroine. In other fairy tales, 
no p�ram� can be made to fit. 
 But when we turn to the pious tales and legends, we find it is possible to assign a p�ram� to all 
but one (PJY60). The balance tips heavily toward just one of the p�ram�, the theme of d�na. Twenty-
nine pious legends illustrate this perfection. Two pious tales and four legends illustrate s�lap�ram�, one 
of which also illustrates d�nap�ram� (PJT30). Two legends illustrate khantip�ram�, and one legend, two 
tales, and the pious novel are examples of paññ�p�ram�. (Fickle, 1978: 42-43)�
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15 By the same token, however, if the ambivalence toward perfect d�na such stories sometimes 

display is ultimately made possible by the understood end point and summum bonum of perfect 
Buddhahood, then the reverse is perhaps equally true: the value of perfect Buddhahood itself depends 
upon the messiness in which it is sometimes immersed. Ultimate goals and universal ethical ideals are 
nothing more than cold and lifeless abstractions unless they are imaginatively placed within a world 
that matters to us; they are meaningless unless they are forced to grapple with the particular—and it is 
narrative that does this most effectively. 
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 8 Many verses of Vinaya, the first four Nik�yas of Suttapi�aka, Dhammapada, Ud�na, 
Itivuttaka, Suttanip�ta, Therag�th�, and Ther�g�th� present d�na, or giving to monastics, as a kind of 
sacrifice (yañña). These verses do not present this equivalence of almsgiving and sacrifice as a claim to 
be argued for or to be qualified; rather, they appropriate ideas and expressions from Vedic ritual 
discourse and apply them to Buddhist almsgiving, thereby articulating a distinctively Buddhist 
sacrificial discourse. 
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