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ABSTRACT Jenspid

The éurposes of this research are to study the relation
between theAdemographic characteristics (sex, age, edﬁcational
level and occupation) of public library users in Bangkok and their
reading purposes and reading behavior (types of book prefer to
read, number of text book and récreational book read,'reading time

and book sources).

The study is undertaken by sending 330 questionaires to the
users in seven public libraries in Bangkokf: Suanlumpini Public
Library, Soi Pranang Public Library, Pratumwan Public Library,
Anongkraram Public Library, Wat Sungachai Public Library, Bangkaen
Public Library and Bagnkhuntien Public Library. The summarized

findings are as follows : -

The demographic characteristics of 330 public libraries
users were between 18—23‘years, 77 were between 24-29 years, 37
were between 30-39 years, 12 were between 40-49 years and 7 were

over 50 years. For their educational level, 13 users had primary

educational while 72 had secondary educational, 64 users graduated



from teachnical or training teacher college, 166 users got bachelors
degree amd 15 users held higher than bacﬁelor degree. Most of the
users were studehts meanwhile 2 were farmers, 33 were employees,

22 ran private accupations, 33 were merchants and private serviées,

33 were officers, 9 were government authority employees, 13 were

unemployed, 2 were retired and 4 held other occupations.

Most users were not members of the public libraries and
other libraries, but most of them accustomed to use 1ibraries.
(193{ 180 and 215 users) They always came to the public librariéé
2-4 times a week, and a week before answering this questionnairé,
most of them came only once. The stimuli in reading was the réaders
themselves who had own preference in reading.'(243 users) They liked
to read textbooks more than fiction (134:88) Most of them chose
books which matched their interest. (287 users) The most important
problem reading Wa;(the reéders"time limit in borrowing and read.
.They preferred reading in libraries to their homes. The public
library members always borrowed two bpoks for themselves from the

“libraries every week and finished their borrowed books.

The relationship between demographic characteristics of
* public libraries users in Bangkok and their reading purposes and

reading behavior were found as follows:

The reading purposes were for gefting more knowledge and
education (128:107), ﬁééés, educational levels and bccupations
were found related to their réading pﬁrposes; Q?< OOl .o £ 08,

p €.001) Most readeré, who were more than 24 years, of educational

level of primary, secondary school, technical college and higher



 than uﬁdergraduation, who held various occupations besides students,
read for getting more knowledge, Whereas readers, who were students,
ages between 18-23 years with educational level of undergraduation,
mostly read for education. Men were found to read for gettiﬁg more
knowledge, while women werevfound to read for education, but sexes

were.fodndlerrelevantto reading purpose. (p) .05)

\

Types of books prefer to read, most readers preferred
novels and general knowledge (65:59) Sexes and various educational
levels were fouﬁd related to the types of books prefer to read.
(§<(;05) Most of women with educational level of primary, secondary.
school and undergraduation preferred. Most of the men with educa—
tional level of technical college, hlgher than undergraduatlon
preferred to read general knowledge. Most of the readers who were
between 18-23 years, students and offlcers preferred to read novels,
while readers who were more than 24 years and held various occupations
(such as employees or merchants) liked to read general knowledge.
Ages and occupations were fouad‘irrelevant to the types of books

-

prefer to read. (p) .05)

For the number read per'month? most of the readers read more
than five volumes of reereational.books. (97 readers) Sexes and ages
were found related to thehaumber of recreational booﬁs reading per
month. (p< .05) Most women with ages between 18—23'years, could read
more volumes of recreational book than men w1th ages older than 24
years. Occupations and educat10na1 levels were found 1rre1evant to
the number of recreational books readlng per month. (p) .05) Although

students, employees and merchants with prlmary, secondary, undergra-

duate educatlon could read more volumes of recreational books than

i




readers of other occupations and other educational level.

The number of readers who read only some parts of textbook,
‘were close to the number of readers who read more than four text-.
books per month. (85:84) Occupations; ages and educational levels
were found related to the number of textbooks read per month.
p .01, p ¢ .01, p € .05) Moét oflthe readers who read more than
four textbooks per month were students, Petween 18-23 years, with
educational level of undergraduation and higher. Sexesrwere found
irrelevant to the number of fextbooks read per month although women

could read more volumes of textbooks than men. {p > 05)

About average reading time per day, most of the readers
read 1-2 hours per day. (147) Readers who could read more than five
hours per day were students and occupétions were found related to
the reading time. (p { .01) Sexes, ages and educational levels were
found irrelevantfﬁ?)f';65).-Althoughtmen, ages between 15423f;ears, with

educational levels of undergraduation would have high average

reading time per day.

Most readers borrowed books from the libraries. (154) or
bought from the store. (117) Sexes aqd occupations were found
related to the sources of books. (p ¢ .05, p € .001) Men and
merchants bought 'books more than women and readers from other
occupations. Both men and women, who héld various occupations.
besides merchants, liké& to borrow book from the 1ibraries.
Concerning ages and educational levels, readers who wer between

24-29 years with primary and higher than undergraduate education

liked to buy books from the stores while readers of 18-23 years



and older than,30 years, with.secondary,vtechﬁical college and
undergraduateheducation liked to borrow books from the libraries.
But ages and educational levels were found irrelevant to the

sources of books. (p 2 -508) BT

Findings_from this study can serve as a guideline for the
public librarians in their'right'acquisition to match their user's
needs, The librarians should decrease_the number of novels or short
stories écquired and increése the nﬁmper of‘textbooks in various
branches, Such.aslgeneral knowledge, philosophy; religion, law,

poelitics, education  and art.
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