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The purpose of this research is to analyse spatial pattern and types
of the agriculture in the Northeastern Region, using the criteria of the
World Agriculture Typology proposed by the International Geographical Union.

The 28 diagnostic variables for each district within the Region were
normalized such that they could be compared with the standard types of the
World Typology.

The result of the study reveals broad correlation between the
topography and agricultural activities of the Region. The lower plain area,
covering about 80 per cent of the total area, is characterised by food-crop
cultivation, smaller scale of operations, and less mechanization, as compared
to the higher area close to the upland where perennial and semi-perennial
trees dominate. In more developed provinces such as Ubon Ratchathani, Nakhon
Ratchasima, Khon Kaen, the agriculture is more capital intensive, commercial
oriented and produces higher yield per unit area.

Considering the types in the second order of the classification tree,
there are about 84 per cent of the area whose agricultural characteristics
match 3 standard types which are : the traditional, intensive, small-scale,
mixed agriculture - Tm; the traditional,- intensive, small-scale agricul ture
with high utilization of labour and machine - Tf and the commercialized,
small-scale mixed agriculture - Mm. In addition, there are 4 types covering
16 per cent of the area. These types do not fall within but are close to
the above 3 types and the type Me which is commercialized, extensive, large-
scale, specialized agriculture.
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