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The primary concern of this study was to clarify the
magnitude of relationship between the admission criteria of
certificate level nursing program and institute final examination
(IFE) scores. The students admission is based solely upon their
previous academic performance, i.e. school leaving transcript.
One of the burning problem of nursing program is high failure
rates in IFEs. The failure rate was 27% and attrition was 6% in
1983. As a result, the institute as well as individual student
loses the time, money, energy and human resources. Fourteen
predictor variasbles were identified from admission information.
IFE scores served as a criterion variasble. The sample consisted
of 507 graduates nurses of 1986-19838 from five nursing campuses.

The first, second and third year IFEs were computed by
employing stepwise multiple regression at first step of analysis
process. These IFEs comprise of various subjects which were
computed at second step. Percentile rank was computed to
indicate relative standing of the dependent variables. The total
sample was split randomly into two groups, Gr.1 for wvalidation
and Gr.2 for cross-validation. The same set of predictors were
applied to both groups. The final step of analysis used the
three compulsory subjects of admission criteria.

The analysis of total group indicates it is considersbly
useful in predicting first year IFE (R2 .11 and p <.04). The
analysis of individual subject of IFE revealed that the
relatively strongest relationship was among the practicum scores
of third year IFE and the predictors (R2 .17-.27, p <.02). The
five subjects of first year IFE fell in higher rank (R2 .15-.21,
p <.05). The subjects of second year did not fall in this rank.
Cross-validation result demonstrated that R2 declined from group
1 to group 2 in first year IFE (1%) and second year IFE (4%).
The lone exception is third year IFE (3%). The compulsory
subjects: Math and English accounted for a small, but
statistically significant, percentage of variance in IFEs.

Admission criterion variables made a significant
contribution to the prediction of success on IFEs. It was also
noted that the actual correlation coefficients were not
particularly high. Thus, admission criteria alone is not
sufficient in predicting IFEs. The focus was on admission
criteria only. There may be other potential predictor variables
related to performance on IFEs. Thus, it is recommended to
explore and build a msximum model containing important predictor
variables. The cross-validated prediction equations need to be
formulated primarily for students selection purposes.
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