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NIKOM SUWANRUNGROUNG : ELITE AND POWER STRUCTURE OF THAI MUSLIM
COMMUNITIES IN SOUTHERN BORDER PROVINCES. : THESIS ADVISORS : ASSO.
PROF .PORNSAK PHONGPHAEW, ASSI.MANOP JITPHUSA, 342 P.

This study aims at finding out who or which group is or are elite
exercising power a society. It tries to look into special attributes that
contribute to being elite, It intends to point to power relationship among
elite. It further compares characteristics and community power structures
of the Moslem elite living in a community comparatively developed with those
living in a community comparatively less developed. The study makes use of
survey research method and personal participation. The locations of the
study are Kruseh Village as the comparatively developed community and Dato
as the comparatively less developed community. Both are in Pattani Province.
The results of the study are as follows.

Of Dato community, their elite are those who occupy official and
religious positions. On the whole they hold a number of social positions ,
long tenure of those positions , have higher income ; are members of organized
groups , have some experiences with officialtraining , have access to
govermment officials , are local inhabitants and live there for long period
of time , and understand basic religious principles. Of these qualificationms,
the items that best attributes to elite status are experiences with official
training , period of time inhabitants , social position, official wvposition,
access to govermment officials , understanding basic religious principles,
and formerly occupyingsome official positions respectively.

As for Kruseh community, their elite are those occupying offical
positions and those who are leadership accordingto Moslem religion. On the
whole, they have social positions, formerly occupy some positions , hold
those positions for a period of time, have high income,have high religious
level of education , have some experiences with training , gain access of
government officials , relate to former leaders, are local inhabitants ; live
in the area fora long period of time, understand basic religious principles. Yet
the attributes characterizing well their elite status are having experiences
with official training , occupying official positions, formerly serving in
some positions, being member of some organized groups, relating to former
.elite groups , having social position and .gaining access to government
of ficials respectively.

Similarity of those two groups of elite can be identified as follows.
They have close power relationship with frequent exchanges while serving in
leadership positions especially among the elite of higher status. As for as
structure of community leaderships is concerned the similarity is that it is
of pyramidic shape. Only a small number of elite occupies the top of pyramid.
They monopolizedecision making authority within the community. In the
comparatively developed community, the elite are those holding official
positions while elite of comparatively less developed community are those of
religious leaders. And as such, it can be concluded that elite characteristics
and community power structure of both types of Moslem community are similar.
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