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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims at gathering Chinese loanwords in Modern
Thai in order to determine from which Chinese dialects they came
and how their pronunciation has been adjusted to fit Thai

phonology.

Five hundred Chinese loanwords were gathered from 9
publications and documents, and were examined in interviews with
Chinese informants from 6 dialects: Tie Chiu, Hokkien, Hainanese,
Cantonese, Mandarin and Hakka. Of these 500 loanwords, 37 words which
were suspected not to be of Chinese origin were excluded from this

study, leaving 463 words for detailed study.

The study reveals that most of the Chinese loanwords in
Modern Thai (about 88 %) came from Southern Min dialects (Tie Chiu-
Hokkien). Of the 463 loanwords studied, 44 % came from Tie Chiu;
24 % from Hokkien, 1 % from both dialects. For 19 % of the loanwords,
it could not be determined whether their source was Tie Chiu or

Hokkien dialects. The remaining 12 % came from other Chinese dialects.



These Chinese loanwords have been adjusted to fit Thai consonant,
vowel and tone systems. Of these three aspects, the consonants

have the most similarity to the Chinese pronunciation while the

tones have the least.
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