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BOONYAPORN PANDIST,Pol.Capt.: THAI SUBJECT HEADINGS IN
THE FIELD OF LAW. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST.PROF.VALAIPORN
HEMARAJATA. 249 PP.

The purpose of this research was to study the problems of
assigning Thai subject headings for books and documents in law
and the preference in selecting Thai subject headings from the
nine catalogers of nine law libraries.

By using the three Thai Subject Headings Handbooks in
assigning Thai subject headings for law books,it found that the
majority of catalog librarians faced the problems at a high
degree about the paucity of legal subject headings from the
Handbooks.The result of this finding was in support of the first
hypothesis that the paucity of Thai legal subject headings from
the Handbooks caused problems for the catalogers.

From 1,352 Thai legal subject headings collected, 550 were
taken from the three Handbooks and 802 were assigned by the
catalogers themselves.It also found that 278 subject headings
from 802 were different in many aspects.This finding also proved
the second hypothesis that the subject headings assigned by the
catalogers themselves differed especially in the aspect of using
different words or phrasez with similar meanings.

By comparing the Thai legal subject headings assigned by
the catalog librarians themselves with the criteria of Library
Science,it indicated that the majority of the subject headings
were not consistent with such criteria as specificity of terms,
usage of extravagant ,and usage of subheadings.There were 436
subject headings (54.36%)which were not consistent with the
criteria. This finding rejected the third hypothesis that the
subject headings assigned by the catalogers themselves were
mostly consistent with the criteria and the most common

inconsistency was the usage of subheadings.
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