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CHOMMANAD SOBHON : DEVELOPMENT OF THAI DRAMATIC ARTS PROFESSIONAL
EDUCATION IN THAILAND. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF. PAITOON
SINLARAT, PH.D., PRATIN POUNGSUMLEE, B.ED., 344 pp.

The purpose of this historical research was to investigate Thai
dramatic arts professional education in three concentrated aspects ;

educational settings; developmental phases; and factors influencing the
educational development.

The_results of this investigation were summerized as follows. First,
the educational settings had been organized into two models; informality and
formality. The first model had been conducted by individual places including
royal courts, royalty and noble residences, held on to royal court
precedence. The second model had been conducted into the school system.

The system has set educational objectives, requiréments for admission,
curriculum, methods of instruction and evaluation, academic years, and
conferred degrees and salaries.

Second, the development of thai dramatic arts professional
education was dev1ded into three phases. The first phase (1800-2452 B.E.)
was called 'The 0ld Tradition' period. The previous purpose of training
dramatic artists was to have performers entertain and honour one's dignity
and power. Thereafter, it became a profession. Boys and girls were
admitted to the program. Nevertheless, the dramatic Arts training for women
was particularly reserved for the royal palace. The knowledge of these art
forms was passed on generations to generations by memorizing and depended on
the master's determination. The teaching mode was the imitation of inherited
classical patterns which were maintained and taught without written
curriculum. The second phase (2453-2478 B.E.) was called 'The Revival'
period. The dramatic arts ‘training, particularly in the royal palace and
royal courts, was organized into the school system. The teaching mode, used
in the first phase, was maintained. Consequently, King Rama VI brought
Western theatrical arts into attention and it gained popularity. As the
result, The preference in Thai dramatical arts was then declined. The third
phase (2477-2529 B.E.) was called 'The Institute' period. The dramatic arts
professional education was developed into universal system and controlled by
government agencies. Every student could be enrolled in the program study
which started from elementary level to college level. General knowledges
were added to the program. Two programs, training dramatic artist and
dramatic arts teacher, were founding at this period. Graduate were preferred
to work government agencies than to work independent work.

‘Third, the factors, influencing the educational development dramatic
arts during Phase I and II, were mainly from the king's preference,
socio-economic conditions, and Western culture expansion, respectively.
During Phase III, the factors, respectively were : nationalism of the
political leader after the government reformation in 2475 B.'E.; knowledge
propagation from study abroad graduates; rapidly increased and decreased rate

of population; and people attitude towards their selection of educational
programs.
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