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CHOLLADA KOPATTA : SLAVES AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHANGE DURING THE
RATTANAKOSIN PERIOD, 1782-1905. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO.: PROF.DHIDA
SARAYA, Ph.D. 206 pp.

The existence and the dissolution of slavery during the Rattanakosin
Period were related to economic and social changes. These changes, which
resulted from manpower control, trade, and the tax-farming system, affected
the institution of slavery, both at the state and the private levels.

The status and role of the slaves changed, to become very similar to
those of the phrai. The vslaves no#; had to do corve’e, or pay suai tax (in lieu;
of corvée), like the phrai. But the slaves also began to have a role in/
the increasingly monetized economic system, They became hired labour, and were
a source of capital,” '~  for their masters and also for themselves, because
they could sell themselves or be sold for capital. ;

Tﬁis situation resulted in the slaves entering the cycle of capital
and labour, which in turn was to affect the expansion of the economy, and
gradually change the ties between slaves and their masters, ad well as the
relationship between slaves and the state. Thus, the state's control of slaves

through their masters was dissolyed even before King Chulalongkorn officially
abolished slavery..
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