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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this thesis is to study lexical
varigtion in Northern Thai spoken in Lampang Province, to analyze
the nature of 'such variation, and to divide Lampang Thai into
sub-dialects. The questionnaire used in this study consists of 142
semgntic units. Out of the 641 +villages in the province, the data
in this study were obtained from 577 villages. There is one

informant from each village.

The study shows that in each semantic unit different lexical
items are used in different areas of the province. Although the
isoglosses do not gather together clearly in a.ny area, it is possible
to divide Lampang Thai into two sub-dialects: northern and southern,
on the basis of the calculation of identical lexical items used in
different districts. The northern Lampang sub-dialect is spoken in
Amphoe Wang Nua, King Amphoe Muang Pan, Amphoe Chae Hom, Amphoe

Ngao, Amphoe Hang Chat, Amphoe Muang Lampang, King Amphoe Mae Mo,



Amphoe Soem Ngam, Amphoe Ko Kha, Amphoe Mae Tha, Amphoe Sop Prap,
and the southern Lampang sub-dilalect in Amphoe Thoen and Amphoe Mae

Phrik,

The study also shows that the lexical items representing
the same semantic unit differ in three ways : word construction,

word usage and natural linguistic phenomena.
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