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The of jective of this research is to study the social roles and
functions of Rong Haeng Ton Yong, folk medium and to analyze the factors
of its unpopularity.

The study reveals that the Rong Haeng Ton Yong used to be popular
in the area of provinces by the west coast of the south ; Trang, Khabi,
Phang-nga and Phuket. This folk medium is derive from the Malays-Javaness
origins and developed in their own styte. It has become a popular for both
the Thai Buddhists and Thai Muslims for 200 years. This folk medium is a
combination of song and dance. It sets up of a group which usually consists
of a group-.leader, 3 to 4 musicians, 4 to 12 dancers. The musical instruments
are 2 Rabana drums, a violin and possibly a gong or a cymbal. It can be
performed at any open space where room for dancing is avilable and at any

event, preferably at celebrations.

The study of social roles and functions of Rong Haeng Ton Yong in the
past and its changes are classified into 5 categories namely, 1. to entertain
2. to inform the activities of community 3. to educate and suggest the ways
of life 4. to surveil of the environment and critic the society 5. to

interact and make the social integration.

From the analysis of the factors for the unpopularity of Rong Haeng
Ton Yong, findings are 1. The influence of mass medias, television, radio,
movie, printed media and the modern entertainment 2. The obstruction by the
Rong Haeng Ton Yong itself, the tranmission problem, the economic problem,

and the less chances for performances 3. The decrease audience.
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