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KEY WORD: PUBLIC INTEREST / PERSONAL INTEREST

CHATKAEW BULSUK : THE BENEFIT AND COST IN P ICAL ACTION OF
POLITICAL PARTIES AND DEMOCRATIC DEVELOPMENT : A CASE STUDY OF
BANGKOK METROPOLIS. THESIS ADVISOR : PROF. KANOK WONGTRANGAN, Ph.D.

243 pp. ISBN 974-632-065-3

The purpose of this research is to study the importance given to the
benefit from political action of political parties by political parties as well
as the people and also to study its a?fects on democratic development. The
research also includes an attempt to answer whether the people's ignorance
of the core of social problems plays a part in making them accept personal

interest or not

The outcome of the research is that political parties give equal
importance to public interest and electoral success, though the ways to victory
are appeal to personal interest of the people. As for the people, they give
more importance to public interest than personal interest. The fact that the
people are. ignorant of the core of social problems makes them,accépt“personal
interest. The way that political parties and the people give importance to the
benefit from political action of political parties partly causes problems in

Thai democratic development.

Political parties give importance to making policies, to studying the
core of social problems in order to solve them successfully and to public
interest. However, parties' policies are still not clear enough to draw
support from the people who will get benefit from the policies. Solving
problems from the core and making public interest are still limitted to
electoral constituency rather than extend to the whole country. The fact That
political parties and the people still give importance to personal interest
of the people results in selling and buying votes and makes it hard for the

country to attend full process democracy and principle democracy .
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