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ABSTRACT

In studying the effectiveness of political socialization
through newspapers, the study is aimed at finding out the
patterns of development in cognition of political efficacy, sense
of citizen duty as well as political trust. The procedure is
first to evaluate the basic knowledge and political affection of
a sampling by serializing constructive article involving
municipality 1in a local newspaper in Chiangmai, the "Thai News".
After displaying all series of the articles, the researcher then
proceeds to evaluate whether there is any‘critical changes in

political attitude.

Furthermore, the researcher incorporates the factor of
socio-economic status in the research, such as sex, age, eduction
and occupation, in order to determine the effect of these
variables. The sampling in this case is the subsciber of "Thai
News" in the municipality of Muang Chiangmai, a total of 211

subjects in all.‘



i

The result has been established that the newspaper as a

media still plays an important role in providing political
knowledge to the people. It is found that in the span of the
research the selected subject increases their knowledge and
understanding of the municipality but such immediate responses
is unable t; establish the change in political attitude. It is
also found that the sampling who subscribe to "Thai News", have
higher cognition of the municipality, also higher level of
political efficacy and sense of citizen duty. They also have
political trust. This points out the fact that media in the form

of newsprint is an important source of political information. It

thus improves the political knowledge of the populace.

When consider the relation between the socio—economic
factor with the political understanding and knowledge that the
populace have toward the municipality. It is found that only sex
and education are the variation toward the understanding of
municipality. The male populace have higher understanding than
the female and higher education standard also reflect higher
understanding. In the case of the awareness in their political
efficacy, we have found that only age and sex are the varying
factors. The age group lower than 36 and the male have higher
awareness than the higher age group and the female. Sex
indicates the difference in sense of citizen duty. Male have a
higher awareness toward citizen duty. The same applies to persons
with higher education in contrast to lower. In the case of
political trust, no different can be established irrespective of

either sex, education or occupation.
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