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## 5280159922 : MAJOR HISTORY
KEYWORDS : WOMEN / COLONIAL MODERNITY / BURMA / SOCIAL HISTORY
NISARAT KUNTHAPOKE : WOMEN AND COLONIAL MODERNITY IN BURMA,

1885-1945. ADVISOR : BHAWAN RUANGSILP, Ph.D., 148 pp.

This is a study of Burmese history in transition from the traditional to the modern
period, 1885-1945; it investigates in particular the modernization of indigenous women in Burma.

The results of the study show the characteristics of the attitudes and actions of the agents
of colonialism in the process of transforming the indigenous women in Colonial Burma. The
attempts to modernize these women appear in the writings of the colonizers and those involved
with the colonial project in Burma. These ideas helped shape the policies of the colonial
government and their implementation, which transformed Burma’s indigenous women into
modern women. The British colonial government and the agents of Western culture played an
important role in promoting Western-styled development and modernity into Burma’s colonial
society, aiming at overcoming the socio-cultural differences and guiding the indigenous to accept
their course. The colonial government paid attention to modernize education and health care with
special consideration for women.

These changes resulted in the creation of new type of women in Burma with modern
education, lifestyle and professions. However, it should be noted that these changes did not take
place without reaction from the indigenous women; they were subject to the process of
localization, to fit the local conditions of Burma. This development reflects the process of

colonial modernity.
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% “Great as are the wonders of vegetation in the forests of Burma, the animal life with which they
abound is still more astonishing, for here the wild elephant of colossal size roams at will, the man-eating tiger
makes its lair, the monstrous rhinoceros wallows in lonely pools in the cool of the evening, and herds of
buffaloes and deer find illimitable grazing-grounds. Here monkeys in countless crowds chatter among the trees,
gorgeous parrots scream, gentle turtle-doves coo, the solitary tucktoo calls, and the hungry vulture watches for
its prey. Here the deadly cobra lies in wait for its victim, and the hamadryad rears its head to strike and kill, the
chameleon changes the colour of its coat unobserved, and the deadly pangu spider strikes the serpent with its
poison fang, and outvenoming the most venomous in hate, sucks the brains of its victim. Every spot is filled
with beautiful, terrible life, and it is not surprising that to the imaginative Burman the forest glades are peopled
with demons and fairies, and that even the double-headed serpent is to him an object which he believes he has

seen with his own eyes.” Ernst Hart, Picturesque Burma (London: J.M. Dent, 1897), p. 93.
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2 Stephen L. Keck, “Picturesque Burma: British Travel Writing 1890-1914,” Journal of Southeast
Asian Studies 35 (2004): 396-397.

*" “The women are fairer than the men, and their features more delicate. | have never in my life seen
more perfect figures than those possessed by the young girls. The Hindoos are as good perhaps, and on a larger
scale, but the Burmese girls have firm, well-developed busts, small hands and feet, and are well moulded
together. Their naturally long black tresses, of which they are very proud, are added to at times with false tails

carefully dressed and perfumed, are gathered at the back of the head a la Chinois, and gracefully adorned with
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fresh flowers, sometimes an orchid, jasmine, or a chumpac. They are very cleanly in their persons, probably the
most cleanly in the world ; they bathe once, twice, or even three times a day, and have no disagreeable aroma
about them.” William Thomas Pollok and W.S.Thom, Wild Sports of Burma and Assam (London: Hurst and
Blackett, 1900), p. 9.

* The customary skirt for Burmese women in Upper Burma, ... , is a piece of coloured cloth about a
yard square, fastened around the waist to open in front. This style of skirt is said to have been adopted by a
decree of the Burman King. Multitudes of Burmese women seem to have no disposition to abandon it for
something more modest, even after eighteen years of British rule. Elderly women, as well as men of all ages,
wear nothing above the waist while about their work, even passing through the streets in that condition with no
self-consciousness. The Burmese skirt made after the most approved pattern is only one thickness of cloth,
tightly fitting the body, not such a dress as European ladies would care to wear. Henry P. Cochrane, Among the

Burmans (New York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1904), pp. 31-32.



76

J Y 2 1 H 4 ' T (%
g1y ﬂ’)\‘l@ﬂﬂ\iﬂgﬂ%Qﬂ31ﬂ31ﬂﬁﬂmﬂﬂﬁjﬂiu1 Lﬁ@t‘ﬁ@'IJa@8WN8131J3$U1“H1\151’Jﬂ‘1Jﬂ’)13J

Hannaguitivan?

1 @ 1

< Ry YA v A ] o yA
lfl"iuulﬂ“lfﬂlﬂu’ﬂEL%&HLW@WU%gﬁiW\‘]fnﬁﬁ']_lﬁlifl\ﬁﬂ51\1L!agﬁﬂﬁﬂlgﬂWﬁLLﬂ\?ﬂWﬂm@Q

U U

2

a

a j’ A 1 Y o 9 Y a a ~ = [ <] 9 a
W’E}J)\TWHU\I@Q‘IHWN”ILLa')fNﬁiWQﬂWWEU'E]Qﬁ‘]’iﬂul\ibluﬂulﬂf] mmﬂmﬂuNwmﬂuﬂmmumm1

u 9

=

P
a @ A Ya o

UANYDIBINAY (British colony) §M35uFvoe1udle uadenilandisedunainanudon

G

a X

= o & Yo A a o Y] a v A I [ Y ~
LﬂfJ’Jﬂ‘].IWiJ”IGNllﬂiﬂﬂ1i@lWllW11!ﬁllEJ@”Iiu”IuﬂllgﬂNﬁGﬁluﬁ]"lﬂuﬂL“UfJuﬂﬂﬂlﬂuﬂaﬂ HUINIITY
a A o ~ M A g A "y 1dA o ] ' R
QTL!LGUEJ‘L!GU?NEJ“B“BH‘Ll”lilmzuﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬂ’lIl‘]JT]L‘]JLl‘Hiy)Q@Qﬂ’JEJ UANUITUIUUDININ ’emman"lm”l
QU a g L} o 3
mwmsmummé’mqumﬁaﬂuwmmmmﬁ‘lﬂwumﬂmmau@ﬂgﬂﬁ%'”lﬁumm;mmwm

9 . . I o 1A v Y a a Aa o
[T (Masculine view) Lﬂuﬁaﬂﬁfulﬂﬂ’lﬂllﬁﬁﬂgqclu@uLLQHQWQJTNﬂNm@QP\Jﬁ\uﬂﬁ

3.2.1 MWAMNUUBIRHAN TUnI: nszandzteumadn1iz luiio

A A Aa a o a A Yy A ' 9 Y
ﬁ‘ULqu‘mﬂﬂWi‘ﬂf]LﬂEJ$°W%13’(1!1?11@‘51J']8L3@\1Qﬁi}l}\‘]WﬂJWﬂl@Wjﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ\ﬂ!agEjlgﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ\?

[

(Y ' < a A J 1A
Tudnwazvesnnnssy §ive ladnyiaeseaninilsziuaniuzvosdnaaniingad sy
a J o < o
YoIdIALZIAINUNFITINgBaoannINszauwaan1z ludeauvosauesad ) lurm
a ~ =S U l;yJ 9 9 ?,‘, 91::'! =S A Y] T A A dg!
nssuoIataunling lunu@emaniuals A ugNe U NI NNAA T
Tagr1az Juan Taomniz1109ngueon 1as UNINYDIRH QAL TUANKIUNTNA N UYD
Y Aa T 9 1 o [ 9 o A <3 o o
Auaananmeuny Tagludiuvesmslemmdunudelssinumaaniiz ludinuaz uan

U
s
Y% [

Yy A @ A1 9y a [} a A A = @
UUHI ﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂljllll@\i‘ﬂ“]ﬂ']ﬂﬂﬂf]Hll15]i’)ﬁ;}‘ﬁiy)QWNWiHL%QU?ﬂLW@ﬁ@ﬂQﬂﬂJW1LWﬂﬁﬂ13$1uﬁ\3ﬂ3J

DINYYIDY

'
Yy a A o

MNUBIgUNIIABgHaNNaTas uiuAINTTNA1Y TAdIsALeT Az d@ 115D

U 9

a A Y a 1 dyd @ 9
mumﬂ]lﬂ‘nmm]lﬂiﬂﬂaaiz mwwuum@ﬂmmﬁu%mawnmﬂqmmzﬁz‘Vlaumw

o o

anuduus sz angaazneludinumiiseutanioudu ondulunaymsenaui

% a

A ° a 1 1 4 [ 14
P}ljﬁilJ\?Qﬂi]”lﬂﬂ “ans” vYsens 1wy 1%91%U3%Lﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ1ﬁu1 ANNITUITYIYUDNLTDT

iia isesina T Hismsenaniauaudidy 1

* Her cheek is more beautiful than the dawn, her eyes are deeper than the river pools ; when she
loosens her hair upon her shoulders, it is as night coming over the hills.' - Burmese Love-Song. Harold Fielding

Hall, The Soul of a People (London: Macmillan, 1922), p. 169.
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* “Two characteristics distinguish Burmans from most other Eastern races. They have no caste, and
there is no seclusion of women. Socially, therefore, we can meet on equal terms. ... Burmese women hold a
position as dignified and assured as in any country of the world. Every Buddhist believes that women are
inferior to men, that a really good woman may have the luck to be born a man in a future incarnation. Every
Burman knows that a woman is as good as a man, and often better.” Herbert Thirkell White, Civil Servant in
Burma (London: Edward Arnold, 1913), pp. 67-68.

! “Her highest hope and prayer is that in the next, or some future existence she may be born as man,
and so take a fresh start. But in this life the Burmese woman holds a higher place than is enjoyed by her sisters
in any other Oriental land.” Henry P. Cochrane, Among the Burmans (New York: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1904), p. 55.

* “Burmese girls enjoy much freedom. You may see them laughing and talking at the village well,
sitting at the domestic loom, walking in the roads, engaged on household duties.” Herbert Thirkell White, A

Civil Servant in Burma, p. 70.
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* “In that most important relation of life, marriage, the Burmese young lady practically settles the

question for herself. She probably enjoys a good deal more liberty in her choice of a husband than is accorded

to many an English maiden” Gwendolen Trench Gascoigne, Among Pagodas and Fair Ladies: An Account of

a Tour through Burma (London: A.D. Innes, 1896), p. 45.

* Ibid., p. 52.
* “She is by no means a silent partner in business affairs. Usually she has greater business acuteness

than her husband, and does not hesitate to have a voice in all negotiations. The Bazar is almost wholly run by
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the women, each having her own stall and keeping her own accounts in her head, for she cannot read nor write.
At this point women seem to be inferior... Vastly better than her indolent husband or brother she knows how to
make money and keep what she makes. While Mohammedan and Hindu women are shut up in harems and
zenanas,... The energy of the Burmese women saves the race from going to the wall.” Henry P. Cochrane,

Among the Burmans, p. 55.
% Dorothy Thompson, The British People 1760-1902 (London: Heinemann Educational Books,

1969), p. 194.

" William D. Rubinstein, Britain's Century : a Political and Social History, 1815-1905 (London :

Arnold, 1998), p. 319.
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* James George Scott, Burma: As It Was, As It Is and As It Will Be (London: George Redway,
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* Ibid., op. cit.

> Max and Bertha Ferrars, Burma (London: Samson Low, 1900), pp.12-13.
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* The daily lives of Shan boys and girls become more and more separated from each other as they
grow older. Education that is, reading and writing is not considered necessary for women. Girls remain at home.
They help their mothers to cook, to spin, to weave the thread that they have spun, and dye the plain cloth dark
blue or black. ... They learn to wash the clothes by beating them with a stick, while they fold them again and
again as they beat, sprinkling them many times with clean water... Shan boys do none of these things. It is true
that they have learned how to cook their own food and wash their own clothes, but they only do so when they
are away from home. From the age of seven to ten their school life begins. Rich men may send their sons to
schools in Mandalay or Rangoon, but most boys spend their school life at the monastic village school, learning
how to read and write their own language.” Leslie Milne, Shans at Home (London: John Murray, 1910), p. 49.
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A11: Madhuri Sharma, Creating a Consumer: Exploring Medical Advertisement in Colonial

India, p. 215.
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