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The purposes of this research were to study and to compare the
problems of organizing dental health programs in elementary schools
under the Jurisdiction of the Office of the National Primary -Education
Commission in Southern region upon the school location. The populations
were 450 school health teachers from 450 schools, 200 from the inside
and 250 from the outside the municipal or sanitary district area. The
teachers were asked to respond to the questionnaires developed by the
researcher. Mailed questionnaires of 420, accounting for 93.33 percent
were returned. The obtained data were then analyzed in terms of
percentage, mean and standard deviation. A t-test method was also
employed to determine the significant differences at the .05 level.

The findings were as follows:

1.A study of problems of organizing dental health programs in
elementary schools as perceived by school health teachers under the
Jurisdiction of the Office of the National Primary Education Commission
in Southern region were found to be at a low level, but there were
found at a high level in the following items: (1) Lack of teaching
materials for teaching dental health; (2) Lack of additional reading
materials; (3) Lack of internal communication through loud speakers in
school; (4) Lack of dental health experts guest speaker; (5) Lack of
teaching activities; (6) Lack of activities for tooth brushing after
lunch; (7) Lack of following up for the cleanliness of tooth brushing;
(8) Lack of budgets for toothpaste and tooth brushing; (9) Lack of
submitting the sample of student drinking water to the local health
center to examine for the content of fluoride.

2.The comparison of the problems of organizing dental health
programs between the school health teachers inside and outside the
municipal or sanitary district areas were found to be statistically
significant differences at the .05 1level. The schools outside the
municipal or sanitary districts area were found to have more problems
than the schools inside the municipal. These problems were: dental
health teaching and promotion; primary dental health care and referring
system.
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