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General Characteristics,
Origin and Process of the Humanities

Soraj Hongladarom

ABSTRACT

Academic disciplines which are currently studied in universities can be
divided into three groups: the physical, the social sciences, and the humanities. The most
general criterion for these three could be given as follows: The humanities do not employ
the so-called uiscientific methodii, whereas this is the method employed by the other two,
the difference between these two groups being only that the physical sciences study the
physical phenomena, and the social sciences study the social phenomena. The
humanities originated first among these groups of disciplines; they consisted of reading
and interpreting texts. However, the term ¢humanitiesé was coined later on after the
growth and success of modern science. Schleiermacher said that the humanities
consisted in three major characteristics, viz. Studying what is individual, putting
emphasis on the relations between parts and wholes, and the need for considering
humans both as objects and subjects. The paper concludes with a discussion on research
process in the humanities, which is currently being adopted by both the physical and
social sciences.
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