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TITLE 15 SECTION 1643 Liability of holder of credit card
“(a) A cardholder shall be liable for the unauthorized use of
a credit card only if the card is an accepted credit card, the liability
is not in excess of $50, the card issuer gives adequate notice
to the cardholder of the potential liability, the card issuer has provided
the cardholder with a self-addressed, prestamped notification to be mailed
by the cardholder in the event of the loss or theft of the credit card,
and the unauthorized use occurs before the cardholder has notified the
3 card issuer that an unauthorized use of the credit card has occurred or
may occur as the result of loss theft, or otherwise. Notwithstanding
the foregoing, no cardholder shall be liable for the unauthorized use
of any credit card which was issued on or after the effective date of
this section, and, after the expiration of twelve months following such
effective date, no cardholder shall be liable for the unauthorized use
of any credit card regardless of the date of its issuance, unless (1)
the conditions of liability specified in the preceding sentence are met,
and (2) the card issuer has provided a method whereby the user of such
Y card can be identified the person authorized to use it. For the
purposed of this section, a cardholder notifies a card issuer by taking
such steps as may be reasonably required in the ordinary course of
business to provide the card issuer with the pertinent information
whether or not any particular officer, employee, or agent of the card
issuer does in fact receive such information.
(b) In any action by a card issuer to enforce liability for the
use of a credit card, the burden of proof is upon the card issuer to

show that the use was authorized or, if the use was unauthorized, then
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the burden of proof is upon the card issuer to show that the conditions
of liability for the unauthorized use of a credit card, as set forth
in subsection (a), have been met.

(c) Nothing in this section imposes liability upon a cardholder
for the unauthorized use of a credit card in excess of his liability for
such use under other applicable law or under any agreement with the
card issuer.

(d) Except as provided in this sction, a cardholder incurs no

liability from the unauthorized use of a credit card.

TITLE 15 SECTION 1644. Fraudulent use of credit card; penalties

(a) Whoever knowingly in a transaction affecting interstate or
foreign commerce, uses or attempts or conspires to use any
counterfeit, fictitious, altered, forged, lost, stolen, or fraudulently
obtained credit card to obtain money, goods, services, or anything else
of value which within any one-year period has a value aggregating
41,000 or more; or

(b) Whoever, with unlawful or fraudulent intent, transports or
attempts or conspires to transport in interstate or foreign commerce
a counterfeit, fictitious, altered, forged, lost, stolen, or fraudulently
obtained credit card knowing the same to be counterfeit, fictitious,
altered, forged, lost, stolen, or fraudulently obtained; or

(¢) Whoever, with unlawful or fraudulent intent, uses any
instrumentality or interstate or foreign commerce to sell or transport
a counterfeit, fictitious, altered, forged, lost, stolén, or

fraudulently obtained credit card knowing the same to be counterfeit,



168

fictitious, altered, forged. lost, stolen. or fraudulently obtained; or

(d) Whoever knowingly receives, conceals, uses, or transports
money, goods, services, or anything else of value (except tickets for
interstate or foreign transportation) which (1) within any one-year
period has a value aggregating $1,000 or more, (2) has moved in or is
part of, or which constitutes interstate or foreign commerce, and (3)
has been obtained with a countérfeit, fictitious, altered, forged,

lost, stolen, or fraudulently obtained credit card; or

(e) Whoever knowingly receives, conceals, uses, sells, or transports
in interstate or foreign commerce one or more tickets for interstate or
foreign transportation, which (1) within any one-year period have a
value aggregating $500 or more, and (2) havé been purchased or obtained
with one or more counterfeit, fictitious, altered, forged, Ilost,
stolen, or fraudulently obtained credit card; or

(f)> Whoever in a transaction affecting interstate or foreign
commerce furnishes money, property, services, or anything else of value,
which within any one-year period has a value aggregating $1,000 or more,
through the use of any counterfeit, fictitious, altered, forged, Ilost,
stolen, or fraudulently obtained credit card knowing the same to be
counterfeit, fictitious, altered, forged, lost, stolen, or fraudulently
obtained——
shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than ten

years, or both.

TITLE 18 SECTION 1029 Fraud and related activity in connection with access

devices.
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(a) Whoever——

(1) knowingly and with intent to defraud produces, uses,
or traffics in one or more counterfeit access devices;

(2) knowingly and with intent to defraud traffics in or uses
one or more unauthorized access devices during any one-year period, and
by such conduct obtains anything of value aggregating 1,000 or more
during that period;

(3> knowingly and with intent to defraud possesses fifteen or
more devices which are counterfeit or unauthorized access devices; or

(4) knowingly, and with intent to defraud, produces, traffics
in, has control or custody of, or possesses device-making equipmenﬁ;
shall, if the offense affects interstate or foreign commerce, be
punished as provided in subsection (c) of this section.

(b) (1) Whoever attempts to commit an offense under subsection
(a) of this section shall be punished as provided in subsection (c¢) of
this section.

(2) Whoever is a party to a conspiracy of two or more persons
to commit an offense under subsection (a) of this section, if any of the
parties engages in any conduct in furtherance of such offense, shall be
fined an amount not greater than the amount provided as the maximum
fine for such offense under subsection (c) of this section or
imprisoned not longer than one-half the period provided as the maximum
imprisonment for such offense under subsection (c) of this section, or
both.

(c) The punishment for an offense under subsection (a) or (b)

(1) of this section is—
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(1) a fine of not more than the greater of 410,000 or
twice the value obtained by the offense or imprisonment for not more
than ten years, or both. in the case of an offense under subsection
(a)(2) or (a)(3) of this section which does not occur after a
conviction for another offense under either such subsection, or an
attempt to commit an offense punishable under this paragraphs;

(2> a fine of not more than the greater of $50,000 or
twice the value obtained by the offense of imprisonment for not more
than fifteen years, or both, in the case of an offense under subsection
(a)(1) or (a)4) of this section which does not occur after a
conviction for another offense under either such subsection, or an
attempt to commit an offense punishable under this paragraph; and

(3) a fine of not more than the greater of $100,000 or
twice the value obtained by the offense of imprisonment for not more
than twenty years, or both, in the case of an offense under subsection
(a) of this section which occurs after a conviction for another offense
under such subsection, or an attempt to commit an offense punishable
under this paragraph.

(d> The United States Secret Service shall, in addition to any
other agency having such authority, have the authority to investigate
offenses under this section. Such authority of the United States
Secret Service shall be exercised in accordance with an agreement which
shall be entered into by the Secretary of the Treasury and the Attorney

General.
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(e) As used in this section—-

(1> the term "access device" means any card, plate. code,
account number or other means of account access that can be used,
alone or in conjunction with another access device, to obtain
money, goods, services, or any other thing of value, or that can be
uséd to 1initiate a transfer of funds (other than a transfer originated
solely by paper insturment)s

(2) the term "counterfeit access device" means any access
device that is counterfeit, fictitious, altered, or forged, or
an indentifiable component of an access device or a counterfeit access
devices

(3> the term "unauthorized access device" means any access
device that is lost, stolen, expired, revoked, canceled, or obtained
with intent to defraud:

(4> the term "produce” includes design, alter, authenticate,
duplicate, or assemble;

(5) the term "traffic” means transfer, or otherwise dispose
of, to another, or obtain control of with intent to transfer of dispose of;
and

(6) the term "device-making equipment” means any equipment,
mechanism, or impression designed or primarily used for making an access
device or a counterfeit access device.

(f) This section does not prohibit any lawfully authorized
investigative, protective, or intelligence activity of a law
enforcement agency of the United States, a State, or a political

subdivision of a State, or of an intelligence agency of the United
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States, or any activity authorized under title V of the Organized Crime

Control Act of 1970)1 18 U.S.C.note prec. 3431).

TITLE 18 SECTION 1341. Frauds and swindles.

Whoever, having devised or intending to devise any scheme or
artifice to defraud, or for obtaining money or property by means of
false or fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises, or to
sell dispose of, loan, exchange, alter, give away, distribute, supply,
or furnish or procure for unlawful use any counterfeit or spurious coin,
obligation, security, or other article, or anything reprgsented to be or
intimated or held out to be such counterfeit or spurious article, for the
purpose of executing such scheme or artifice or attempting so to do.
places in any post office or authorized depository for mail matter,
any matter or thing whatever to be sent or delivered by the Postal
Service, or takes or receives therefrom, any such matter or thing, or
knowingly causes to be delivered by mail according to the direction
thereop, or at the place at which it is directed to be delivered by
the person to whom it is addressed, any such matter or thing, shall
be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than five years,

or both.

TITLE 18 SECTION 1343. Fraud by wire, radio, or television.

Whoever, having devised or intending to devise any scheme or
értifice to defraud, or for obtaining money or property by means of
false or fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises, transmits

or causes to be transmitted by means of wire, radio, or television
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communication in interstate or foreign commerce, any writings, signs,
signals., pictures. or sounds for the purpose of executing such
scheme or artifice, shall be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned

not more than five years, or both.
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