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The objectives of this research are to examine the occupations of
the leading female characters, to examine the portrayal of the occupational
roles, and to examine whether the marketing force is the factor affecting
the occupations and the portrayal of the occupational roles. The sampling
is 10 prime time television dramas aired on channel 3, 5 and 7 from January
to April 1989. FEvery episode of drama is videotaped.

The findings are the occupations of women in television drama are
mostly service jobs, such as housewife, maid, secretary, etc. Though there
are female characters occupying the position of power, the characters are
only supporting roles with no importance to the plot.

Comparing with the male characters, all male characters occupy high
prestigious positions, such as doctor, corporate executive, senior government
official, etc. Therefore, the occupations of female characters are limited
and stereotyped.

As for the portrayal, the occupational roles of both male and female
characters are portrayed as trivial. The workplace is portrayed as
represented setting rather than presented one. 'The marital status of female
characters is far more important as their goal of life is to get married.
Therefore, the successful female character is the one who can gel married
in the happy end of drama,

The marketing force is one of the factors affecting the occupations
and the portrayal of the occupational roles as rating is the working concept
of the television broadcast company executive, drama producer, and sponsor
to draw as many viewers as possible. The marketing force, therefore, has
become one of the factors determining the theme of drama. Consequently,
the romantic love theme is the mainstream of television drama.
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