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ABSTRACT

This study has three objectives. Firstly, using the public
health centres to test the Cen;ral Place Theory which believed that .
the hierarchy of the central places will be in accordance with the -
hierarchy of functions;of a cenf.ral activities. This proves to be
partly true only with the higher order. centr_'al places and higher
order- central activities Secondly, to compare the public health
" services ‘éfﬁiciengy among all amphofsinthesouthem barder provinces
of Thailand. It is found that the‘amphors of high eff‘iciéncy are the-
amphors in which régional hospital, general hospital and the private
sector are located. The amphors of low  efficiency are those amphors.
that do not have any kind of hospital located in. Most of those amphors
ére actually sub-amphors and the remote amphors which are far away from -
the provincial towns. Thirdly, to present the future scenario of the

locations of blic health centres at all level of functions of this
o _

region in the year 2000. This has to be in accordance with the National

Public Health Development Plan. The details of the scenarin are : as



follow; commnity hospitals will be set up in all amphors and sub- =
amphor, two new community hospital with thirty beds will will be set up,
Eleven community hosiptal with ten beds will be upgraded into thirty-bed
hospital, two community hospitals with ten beds and one commnity hospi-
tal with thirty beds will be upgraded into three community hospitals
with sixty beds. It is prop‘osed in this research that if the ". Health
for all by the year 2000" is to be realised the pullic health resources
have to be deconcentred from the big cities or big towns. This can be
done by upgrading the role of 4local aid posts situated in all tumbols
and to reform the system of medical school in which the publ:.c health
personnel are produced. It has to be less high technology oriented and
fewer number of year of training. By doing this greater number of per-

sonnels will be produced and can be sent to rural area.
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